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MEDICAL 


COMMENTARIES. 


© 


An Account of Books, 


I. 


Henrici-Jofephi Collin, Nofocomii Pazmannian: 
Phyfici ordinarii, et Sac. Caefareo-Reg. Apoft. 
Magef?. Regim. Infer. Auftr. Confliarii FLoruM 
Arnica Vires, five Obfervationum circa Morbos 
Acutos et Chronicos factarum, pars quarta. 4to, 
Viennae. | 


HE differtation before us, the fubjec& of 


which, as expreffed in the title, is the | 


flowers of the.Arnica, or German Leopard’s bane, 
is divided by our author into four chapters. In 
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the firft is given a defcription of the plant. In 
the fecond, a variety of cales are enumerated of 
the effeéts of Arnica in paralytic diforders. In 
the third, we find examples of its being exhibited 
with great advantage in cafes of amaurofis. And, 
in the fourth, inftances are given from which it 
appears to be a powerful antifpafmodic. 


A few of the moft remarkable cafes in each of ) 
the three laft chapters fhall be extraéted; and, 
to prevent any ambigu:ty which might occur 
from a tranflation, with refpect to the plant itfelf, 
we fhall tranfcribe, verbatim, the author’s defcrip- 
tion of it. 


‘ Radix eft perennis, calamum aut etiam mini- 
mum ferme digitum interdum crafla, inaequa'is, 
horizonialiter aut oblique excurrens, fibris piu- 
ribus deorfum tendentibus, terrae affixa; extus 
ipadicea, intus albida; odoris fortis et gravis ; 
faporis acris aromatici nec ingrati. 

¢ Folia ex ipfa racice emergunt quina aut fena 
ovata, bafin verfus plufcuium ciongata, anguftata, 
integra, facie dilute virentia, fubtomentofa ; dor- 
fo magis canentia, et glabriora, nervis trinis aut 
gu nis longitudinaliter infignita, ad plantaginis 
mediae folia non nihil accedentia ; faporis, dum 
diutius mafticantur, manifefte falii cum leviflimo 


amarore. 
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© Caulis inter haec folia exfurgit pedalis et altior, 
teres, fubpilofus ; hic per intervalla foliis ornatur 
paucis, oppofitis, feflilibus, radicalibus aemulis, 
at brevioribus. 


‘ Flores prope caulis faftigium ex foliorum 
axillis progrediuntur fingulares, adverfum pofiti ; 
in cacumine vero caulis communiter terni, majul- 
culi, radiati, aurei coloris, faporis intenfe amari 5 
pedunculis erectis fubpilofis fuftentiti. 


© Calix florum communis ex fquamulis con- 
{tat elongatis, aequalibus, erectis, canaliculatis, 
fubpilofis, icabriufculis, 


‘Corolla ex femiflofculis componitur, calyce 
duplo longioribus (15 aut pluribus), iubacquali- 
bus, ligulatis, tridentatis, patentibus, radium 
conftituentibus ; quorum finguli filamenta quin- 
que, antheris carentia, et ftylum unicum, apice 
bifidum, intra tubulum recondunt; caeterum 
tamen fertiles omnes. 


¢ Difcum vero flofculi occupant tubulofi, ore | 
plerumque quinquefidi; ftaminibus quinque 
(quorum antherae in tubum cylindraceum con- 
cretae funt) et {tylo unico, apice bipartito, intra 
antherarum tubum recondito, inftru@ti; pariter 
fertiles. 
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¢ Semina {equuntur oblonga, nuda, pappo pilofo 
coronata; receptaculo villofo, parumper conyexo, 
infidentia. Crefcit in collibus et pratis fubalpinis.’ 

After this defcription of the plant, we thall give 
a fhort view of fome of the principal cafes, pre- 
ferving the numbers ufed in the original work. 

In the fecond chapter, the author relates twen- 
ty-cight cafes in which the arnica was ufed in 
paralyfis ; from which the following are felected ; 


CASE. 

A girl of eleven years of age was brought to 
Doétor Collin at the hofpital, about the middle 
of April. For ten days fhe had laboured under 
a paraplegia, which feemed to have been induced 
by fear. She complained of difficulty in deglu- 
tition, of coftivenefs, and fcarcity of urine. She 
was of a pale complexion, and of a thin lax ha- 
bit of body. Pulfe feeble. 

From the time of the patient’s admiffion till 
the end of April, every remedy ufual in paraly- 
tic affections was had recourfe to, but with no 
advantage ; our author refolved, therefore, to 
make trial of the flores arnicae ; and the follow- 
ing formula was ordered, 

Flor, Arnic. dr. 1. inf. c. Aq. fervid. q. 

per har. vafe claufo. Colat. tb 1. adde 


Syr. 
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Syr. flor. Chamom. unc. 1. quatuor vel 
quinque dofibus diei unius {patio abfumatur. 


On the fourth day from her entering upon 
this remedy, fhe began both to fpeak and to {wal- 
low with more eafe. She moved her fingers 
eafier than before. She fuffered no inconveni- 
ence from the medicine ; her urine became more 
plentiful, and her ftools more natural. 


At times the patient complained of violent 
pains in different parts, which occurred fudden- 
ly ; but they were always removed by gentle fric- 
tion. The fame remedy, viz, the flores arnicae, 
was continued till the end of May, when the 
cure was compleated; and the patient being 
kept in the hofpital till near the end of June for 
the recovery of her ftrength, fhe was then dif- 
miffed perfectly well. 


CASE Ill. 

A man fixty years old, foon after taking din- 
ner, began to ftammer in his fpeech, and was 
prefently feized with a paralytic affe€tion of his 
left fide. Bleeding was prefcribed, and alfo purga- 
tives, blifters, and frictions, but with no advane 
tage. On the fourth day from the firft attack, 
the patient was removed to the hofpital, when 
he was found to labour under a real hemiplegia. 
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A ftrong infufion of flowers of arnica, viz. 
, two drams of the flowers to a pound of the 
{trained liquid, was immediately ordered, witha 
f laxative, repeated at proper intervals. 
| For the firft three weeks no fenfible effects 
| were perceived; but, after that period, the pa- 
tient began to complain of a kind of creeping 
fenfation in his hands and feet, and of fhooting 
pains in different joints, as if ftrongly electrified. 
From this period, the different fymptoms di- 
minifhed daily, and the fame dofe of the remedy 


being continued till the 18th of July, the patient 
was difmiffed pertectly cured in a fhort time 


thereafter. 


A woman aged fixty-five years, who had for- 
merly been very healthy, was, on the 17th of 
March, after expofure to a great degree of cold, 
feized with a fudden want of recollection, together 
with inability of moving her left arm and leg. 

After a variety of applications and remedies 
: | | had been tried in vain, the patient was carried 
| to the hofpital on the 21ft of the month. At this 
period, the whole left fide, except the head, was 
totally deprived of motion. The patient was in 
a conftant delirium; her fleep was interrupted ; 

her 
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her pulfe {mall and foft ; breathing flow and dif- — 
ficult ; diglutition natural ; belly coftive. 

A ftrong infufion of flores arnicae, the fame as 
ufed in Cafe lil. was immediately ordered. On 
the 24th of the month the delirium was much 
diminifhed, the patient’s fleep was much more 
calm than before, and fhe now complained of 
pain over all the affected fide. 


March 25th. The medicine was this day made 
confiderably {tronger than hitherto, by adding a 
dram more of the flowers of arnica to each pound 
of the infufion. The patient ftill complains of 
pain in the affected fide, together with a formica- 
tio, or a continued creeping fenfation. 

By the 3d of April the woman was able to move 
her arm and leg, and fhe now-began to complain 
of frequent fhooting pains in the parts affected. 
In a few days thereafter, both the fenfe and mo- 
tion of the different joints were perfectly refto- 
red; her breathing became free, her pulfe full 
and ftrong, and fhe was difmiffed on the 24th of 
the month compleatly cured. 


CASE 


A woman, aged 36 years, was feized, in the 
month of October, with an apopleétic fit, from 
which fhe recovered by the ufe of glyfters, pur- 

gatives, 
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gatives, and blood letting. The left leg, howe- 
ver, was found to be entirely deprived both of 
fenfe and motion. For this a variety of reme- 
dies were ufed, but with no advantage, and the 


patient was brought to the hofpital on the 26th 
of November. 


At this time her pulfe was very weak, fmall, 
and unequal ; her breathing flow and difficult ; 
appetite bad; belly natural; a general debility 
prevailed; and the patient was of a pale com- 
plexion, and of a flaccid habit of body. The - 
following prefcription was immediately ordered : 


Flor. Arnic, unc. dimid. inf. cum Aq. fervid. 
q. f. per: hor. dein per medium § hor. 
bulliant vafe claufo ; colat. tt 1. adde Syr. 
-Capill. Vener. unc. 1, vel unc. Diei 
unius {patio abfumat aeger. 


* The medicines did not, in this woman, pro- 
duce any of thefe fhooting pains taken notice of 
in the preceding cafes. In the courfe of eight 
days the whole leg recovered its fenfation; her 
appetite returned ; and fhe found herfelf better 
in every refpe&. The fame dofe of the remedy 
was continued till the 14th of January, when the 
patient was difmiffed, cured. 
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The third chapter contains nine cafes in which 
the infufion of the arnica was ufed againft amau- 


rofis. Of thefe the following may ferve as 
examples. 


CASE Iliff, 

A girl of twenty three years of age, on reco- 
vering from an epidemic petechial fever, found 
herfelf totally deprived of fight ; the pupils were 
greatly dilated, and immoveable, fo that an a- 
‘maurofis was evident in each eye. 

Blifters were applied to the head and neck, 
without advantage ; and the patient being fo much 
_ reduced as to prevent powerful evacuating reme- 
dies being had recourfe to, a {trong deco€tion of 
flowers of arnica was prefcribed ; this was on 


the 7th of December. The remedy in this 


cafe induced a gentle diaphorefis; on the 11th 
of the month a delirium, which, till then, had 
prevailed, began to difappear ; and the patient 
could diftinguith light from darknefs. 

On the 16th of December, both eyes appear- 
ed natural; vifion was perfectly reftored, and the 
patient was well in every refpect. The fame re- 
medy being continued till the firft of January, 
the woman was then difmiffed, cured. 

In the other eight cafes of amaurofis related, 
at full length, by our author, the infufion of the 


flowers 
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flowers of German Leopard’s bane proved e- 
quailv fucceistul as in the preceding cafe. 

In the tourth chapter we are prefented with 
feven cafes illuftrating the effeéts of the arnica as 
an antifpafmodic. 

CASE Ii, 

A man aged thirty-four years, by trade a 
guilder, was brought to the hofpital on the 1oth 
ot November. For two years he had been fub- 
je& to tremors: in his tongue, and _ in his dif- 
ferent joints, which, about fix weeks before this 
period, had become fo confiderable, as to render 
it very difficult for him to eat ; he loft the ufe of 
his legs, and was clofe conhacd to bed ; he was 
greatly emaciated; but the different functions 
feemed to be all unimpaired, 

A purgative being premifed, a weak, tahilien 
of flor. arnicae was prefcribed, which having 
been continued for ‘eight days, the patient found 
himfelf able to {peak more clearly than before, 
and the tremor in his joints was confiderably. di- 
minithed, | 

the beginning of December the tremor 
both in his joints and tongue had difappeared 
entirely, and he began to gather ftrength. 
The fame remedy was continued till the 2oth of 
that month ; and, on the twelfth of January, he 
was difmiffed perfectly cured, 

CASE 
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CASE 


A girl aged fourteen years, tall, and of.a fan- 
guine temperament, who had been liable to 
frequent attacks of erifipelatous aff. ctions, was, 
on the sth of April, feized with a return of the 
fame nature. The ufual remedies being had re- 
courfe to, this diforder‘ was foon removed ;_ but, 
immediately thereafter, the patient was fcized 
with a locked jaw, which continued till the 15th 
of the month, when, after expofure to cold. fhe 
was attacked with fymptoins of opifthotonus. 


After having ufed a variety of remedies with- 
out any relief, the patient was removed to the 
hofpital on the 2oth of April. At this time there 
was a confiderable incurvation of the fpine; the 
head was drawn backwards, and, at the fame 
time, was immoveable. ‘The different members 
were all in an extended ftate, and very rigid. 
The mufcles of the abdomen, and of the whole 
trunk, were rigid; during fleep the jaw feparated 
a little, which admitting the point of the tongue 
to puth out, it was frequently bit by the jaw con- 
trating on the patient awaking. Along with 
other fymptoms, the breathing was difficult, and 

the 
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the pulfe not quick, but unequal, irregular, and 
tolerably full, though not hard, 


Emotient inje&'ons were prefcribed ; five bli- 
{ters were applied on different parts; and the 
patient was ordered to drink a {trong decoction 
of the flowers of the arnica, 


For the firft four days of this courfe, no fae 
vourable change was obferved; but, on the fifth 
day, without any force being applied, the under 
jaw opened fo confiderably as to admit both the 
neceflary remedics, and different articles of food, 
to be more eafily introduced than they had pre- 
vioufly been. 

On the 26th of the month, the head was lefs 
retracted, and was capable of gentle motion, in 
different dire€tions. The fpine was not fo much 
incurvated ; the joints were all lefs rigid; the 
excretions, both by the bladder and anus, which 
had before been affected, were now natural. A 
pretty cop.ous fweat prevailed over the whole 
body. The pulfe was free and equal; and re- 
fpiration eafy. 

‘The fame courfe being continued, the diffe- 
rent fymptorms all gradually abated, excepting a 


ftiffnefs or rigidity of the abdominal mutfcles. 
| For 
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For this laft fymptom, emollient poultices were 
applied over the whole abdomen, and continued 
conftantly, both night and day. By this means 
the tenfenefs of the mufcles was removed. The 
infufion of arnica was continued till the sth of 
June, and the patient was retained afew weeks in 
the hofpital for the recovery of her ftrength; fhe 
was then diffmiffed cured. 


There are other five cafes related by our au- 
thor, of the antifpafmodic effects of the flowers 


of arnica ; but more of them could not be here 


enumerated, without extending this article to toa 
great a length. 


Il. 


Letters from Mr John Quier, Pradctitioner of 
Phyfic in the Ifland of Jaimaica, to Dr D. 
Monro, Jermyn-ftreet, London, on the Small- 


pox and Inoculation, Meafles, Sc. Vid. Let- 
ters and Effays on the Small-pox, Inoculation, 


Meafles, &c. By different PraGitioners. 8vo, 
London. 


EN the publication before us, there are three let- 
ters concerning the Sinall-pox by Mr John 


Quier, 
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Quier, from which fuch circumftances as appear 
moft remarkable fhall be here felected. 

Mr Quier arrived in Jamaica in July 1767, 
when he found the fmall-pox had, for fome time, 
been epidemical, in different parts of that Ifland. 
And, as the difeafe fpread quickly, notwithftand.- 
ing every precaution, and grew daily more fatal, 
this appeared to our author a very proper period 
for introducing a more general ufe of the practice 
of inoculation. 


He firft began to inoculate in March 1768 ; 
—_and, by the end of fummer, near feven hundred 
negroes had gone through the difeafe, under his 
care. As the feafon was dry and favourable, the 
flaves went conftantly through their daily labour 
in the fic!d during the whole procefs, thofe only 
excepted who had a higher degree of fever than 
ufual at the eruption, or who had their feet and 
hands fo covered with puftules that they could 
not walk or hold the utenfils of their labour, 
of which fome inftances occurred: 


Our author places great confidence in the ef- 
feéts of mercurials and of {trong purgatives in the 
praétice of inoculation. Children, he obferves, 
may be inoculated, with fafety, at all ages 5 but 
it 
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it is an erroneous opinion, he remarks, that chil- 
dren have the f{mall-pox from inoculation more | 
favourable than adults, fince, befides the various | 
accidental indifpofitions to which that tender age 
is fubjeéted during the procefs, the puftulcs are al- 
moft always more numerous in them than in 
grown perfons, even aithough the latter may la- 
bour under fuch chronical difeafes as are fuppo- | 


fed to arife from a very depraved ftate of the 
fluids. 


Among negroes, our author thinks pregnancy 
is no objeétion to the practice of inoculation, 
at leaft, during the firft fix or feven months of 
geftation; nor is it neceflary, he obferves, to a- | 
void the intervention of the menftrual flux. 


Infancy has been commonly fixed upon as the 
moft proper period for inoculation, on account 
of the bland ftate of the fluids which is then fup- 
pofed to take place. Many deviations from this 
general rule have, of late years, been made in dif- 
ferent parts of the world; and our author re- 
marks, that, from the peculiarity of their fitua- 
tion, practitioners, in the Weft Indies, have been 
obliged to carry this point farther than they o- 
therwife probably would have done. Venereal 
complaints, both recent and inveterate ; the ele- 
Vou. V. Rr phantiafis 
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phantiafis of Profper Alpinus; the yaws, both in 


children and adults; all the variety of cuta- 
neous affections which occur in Jamaica, and 
which, we are told, are very nvmerous ; and alfo 
inveterate ulcers, were found to admit of ino- 
culation with as great fuccefs, as thofe conftitv- 
tions in which no deviation could be difcovered 
from the moft perfe&t health. Mr Quier obferves, 
that he does not remember to have feen the dif- 
cafe more favourable at any time than in moft of 
thofe patients. At firft, he made them undergo 
a longer and {ftricter preparation than others ; 
but experience afterwards taught him, that fuch 
a precaution was, in moft cafes, quite unneceflary ; 
and he gives it as his opinion, that, in inocula- 
tion, the predifpofition of the body is a matter of 
but little importance, if there be no objection, 
efpecially from want of ftrength, to the ufe of 
mercurials and cathartics. Even old age, we are 
told, is no objection to the practice, if it be not 
attended with fuch debility as renders the patient 
incapable of undergoing the neceflary evacuations. 
Calomel, mixed with fome teftaceous powder, 
and a fmall proportion of tartar emetic, is the 
preparation of mercury recommended by our au- 
thor ; and his Sa snes is Jallap and cream of 
tartar, 
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tartar. Mercury in that climate has a wonders 
ful tendency to falivate ; but we are informed of a 
fingular fact with refpect to it, that mercury very 
feldom affects the falivary glands of thofe who 
have not yet reached, or are not much paft the 
age of puberty; and that young people about 
that period of life, can bear this medicine in a 


much greater proportion to their age than a- 
dults. 


The variolous matter, we are told, is equally 
capable of producing its effects, at whatever pe- 


riod of the diforder it is procured. Mr Quier 
has ufed the lymph as foon as it began to be col- 
le&ted in the incifions, the crude ichor of the 
natural and inoculated fmall-pox, the concocted 
pus of all three, and the matter almoft concreted 


under their {cabs in the exficcation, and all with 
equal fuccefs. 


The quality of the fmall-pox from which the 
matter for inoculation is taken, has, we are 


informed, no influence on the fubfequent difeafes 
which Mr Quier has known extremely favour. 
able when the contagion was communicated from 
a very confluent fort, of which the patient died ; 
and, on the contrary, the puftules have been nu- 

| merous 
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merous when the matter was taken from a per- 
fon who had been inoculated. E 


In foie inftances it happened, that the pa- 
tient had been infected in the natural way be- 
fore the inoculation ; it did not appear, however, 
that the difeafe was the leaft more fevere from 
the contagion being accumulated. 


On the evening of the third day from the in- 
cifion, inclufive, it was found of ufe, if the mer- 
cury had not affected the patient’s mouth, to give 
a {mall dofe of calomel and emetic tartar, propor- 
tioned in quantity to the age and ftrength of the 
patient. And, on the fourth day from the inct- 
fion, it was the general practice to commence 
the ufe of a purging infufion, compofed of cry- 
ftals of tartar and fal cathart. amarus. Of this a 
fufficient quantity was given to procure two or 
three {tools daily, till the eruption was completed. 


The earlier and more confiderable the inflam- 
mation of the incifions appear, the more favour- 


able, in general, we are to!d, is the fubfequent 
difeafe. And when the incifions continue till the 


feventh or eight day, with very litte tumor and 
inflammation, it is found expedient to follow the 
advice of Baron Dimfdale, in repeating the dofe 
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of the mercurial powder, given on the third eve- 
ning after inoculation. ‘This powder, it is faid, 
promotes the inflammation of the incifions, and 
accelerates the eruption. 


During the continuance of the eruption, the 
belly is directed to be kept lax, efpecially in chil- 
dren, as thereby the convulfions fo incident to 
that tender age, at thistime, feemed to be pre- ~ 
vented. 


As it was often difficult to difcover whether a 
flave had, or had not, for.nerly pafled through 
the fmall-pox, the variolous matter was fome- 
times unavoidably inferted into thofe who had be- 
fore been fubjeétedto the difeafe in the natural way. 
In fuch circumftances, however, the diforder was 
never again produced ; and our author is of opi- 
nion, from all the experience he has had on this 
point, that the {mail-pox never occur twice in 
the fame patient. 


In a fecond letter on this fubjec&t, Mr Quier 
re:narks, that the new method of treating inocu- 
lated imall-pox was found very detrimental when 
applied to the natural difcafe in that country ; 
and he attributes the uncommon mortality in the 
year 1768 chiefly to that caufe. 


R 3 Mr 
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Mr Quier prefers frefh matter for communi- 
cating the fmall-pox, to that which has been 


kept fome time on the point of a lancet; and, 
chiefly, for this reafon, that when a lancet, with 
fluid matter on its point, is made ufe of, it is in- 
ferted fo eafily that no inflammation occurs till 
the variolous matter has had time to operate ; 
fo that a more certain judgment can be formed 
from the appearance of the incifions, than when 
matter incruftated on the lancet has been ufed, 
which frequently occafions an immediate inflam- 
mation, in no refpect owing to the virus having 


taken effect. 


Thofe exanthemata which now and then ap- 
pear about the time of the eruption of the fmall- 
pox, however alarming they may fometimes have 
appeared to the inexperienced, our author has 
always found, not only to be void of danger, but 
even to be a certain fign of the mildnefs of the 
fubfequent fmall-pox, 


Mr Quier, when fpeaking of the confequen- 
ces attendant on the eruption of the fmall-pox, 
remarks, that, however well calculated, coid air, 
cold water, and purgatives are to impede the 
progrefs of the variolous ferment ; yet when the 
eruption is once compleated, as they are now no 

longer 
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fonger requifite on that account, as they will cer- 
tainly retard the fuppuration of the puftules, and 
the due difcharge of the corrupted humours by 
the fkin, the moft natural way of evacuating them. 
At this period of the difcafe, he always orders 
the patient to be kept within doors, but without 
fire, or any extraordinary quantity of clothing. 
Warm drinks are given; but if the heat of the 
fkin be great, and if the inflammation of the pu- 
{tules occafion any fymptomatic fever, the patient 
muft take nitre in proportion to its feverity. 


It was already remarked, that it is our author’s 
opinion, that the fmall-pox never occurs twice in 


the fame patient. Several experiments were 
made to determine this point: A great number 


of people were inoculated, thirteen of whom had 
formerly gone through the difeafe in the mildeft 
manner, from inoculation, and the reft had had 
the {mall-pox in the natural way. The effects 
in both were the fame; in fome, the incifions 
healed without producing any inflammation; in 
the greateft number, however, they not only in- 
flamed, but yielded a quantity of pus. But, in 
none of them, was a fecond fet of {mall-pox 
produced; yet Mr Quier found, that the matter 
which occurred from the inflamed incifions in 
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thofe who had formerly had the difeafe, was very 
capable of producing the real fmall-pox in patients 


who had not previoufly been fubjeéted to this 
diforder. 


Account of the Treatment of Brlious Remitting Fe- 
vers in the Military Ho/pitals at Martinico in 
the year 1761, in a Letter from Dr George 
Monro to Dr Monro Fermyn-ftreet, London. 
V. Letters and Effays on the Smalt-pox, (nocu- 
lation, Meafles, By Different Praétition- 
ers. 8yo, London. 


WV HILE Dr Monro remained with the 
military hofpitals at Martinico during 
the late war, a great number of the foldiers were 
taken ill of a bilious fever, which appeared to be 
fomewhat of the blious autumnal kind, but of 
a much more malignant nature, we are informed, ~ 
than any to be met with in Europe. The bowels 
were commonly filled with a very putrid bile and 
other liquors; and the prefervation of the life of 
the patient depended, in a great meafure, on eva- 


‘Cuating fpecdily and fafeiy thefe corrupted hu- 


mours with which the primae viae were loaded. 


On 
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On the firft attack of the fever bleeding was 
found neceflary ; but, if it was delayed till the firft 
fymptoms were over, it was then found to be 
hurtful, except under particular circumftances ; 
and it was therefore cominonly omitted. 


When this fever was attended with a burning 
heat, afulnefs and beating at the temples, when 
the eyes were turgid and full, as if preffed out of 
the head, when there occurred intolerable ficknefs, 
naufea, and pain of the ftomach, and when it gave 
the patient excruciating torture to prefs with the 
hand on the ftomach, the taking away feven or 
eight ounces of blood was of fervice. After this, 
it was neceflary to keep almoft perpetually 
fomenting the ftomach, and frequently to re- 
peat emollient clyfters till the body was open- 
ed, and then to give once, twice, or thrice, at 
the interval of fome hours, a folution of one, 
two, or three grains of tartar emetic, and an 
ounce of manna in water, to puke the patient 
freely, and afterwards to give it in fall quan- 
tities, fo as to keep the belly loofe. 


When the ftomach was much oppreffed, with- 


were afliduoufly applied to the ftomach, and the 
belly 


out any violent inflammatory fymptom, then 
~ bleeding -was-omitted. But the fomentations 
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belly was kept open by the help of clyfters, and 
then three, four, or five grains of tartar emetic 
were given by way of an emetic, and repeated 
once or oftner, if required. 


After the emetic had operated freely, then 
fmall dofes of a folution of manna and of tartar 
emetic were given, fo as to operate freely by 
{tool, at the fame tine that emollient clyfters 
were frequently repeated. 


When the bowels were thus well emptied, the 
fever either went off, or an intermiflion was pro- 
cured ; at which period, it was neceflary to give 
the bark freely. An ounce in the twenty-four 
hours commonly put an effectual {top to the fe- 


ver, though {mali dofes had no effect whatever. 


When the ftomach proved fo irritable as not 
to bear the bark in proper dofes, opiates were 
given with great advantage, both in procuring 
reft, and in enabling the ftomach to retain the 
bark. Small dofes of opium, however, had no 
effect. It was neceflary, therefore, to give a 
large one, and fometimes to repeat it before the 
end propofed was procured. It muft be remark- 
ed, too, that opiates, when given before the fto- 
mach and bowels were thoroughly cleaned, al-— 
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ways made the patient reftlefs and uneafy, and, in 
general, were foon thrown up again. Upon the 
whole, the principal points to be attended to in 
our author’s practice in this difeafe, are, as we have 
already remarked, a thorough cleaning of the 
primae viae, both by vomits and purgatives, to- 
gether with a continued ufe of warm fomenta- 
tions to the ftomach, and afterwards, when an 
intermiffion appears, a free ufe of the bark. 


IV. 


De Hernia veficae Vaginah. V. Ed. Sandifort A- 
natomes et Chirurgiae in Academia Batava, quae 
Leidae eff, Profefforis, Obfervationes Anatomico- 
pathologicae. Lugduni Batavorum. 


T is well known, that herniae occur in a va- 
riety of fituations, infomuch, that there are 
{carce any of the abdominal vifcera which, at diffe- 
rent times, have not given rife to tumours of this 
nature. In the paper before us, we are favoured 
with the hiftory of a cafe, in which very trouble- 


fome fymptoms enfued, from a protrufion of the 


bladder 
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bladder into the vagina, in an unmarried woman 
of about twenty-five years of age. 


This woman for many years had been liable 
to violent hyfteric affections, which at laft were 
fucceeded by adry, convulfive kind of cough. 
When, in courfe of time, this cough difappeared, 
fhe was feized with a fuppreflion of urine, toge- 
ther with great pain and tenfenefs in the abdo- 
men. Other remedies failing, the catheter was 
had recourfe to, for evacuating the urine; but it 
was with difficulty introduced. ‘This fuppreffion 


returned very frequently, was always preceded 
by the convulfive cough, and fometimes even 


with convulfions, which commonly ended in 
faintings. 

The obitruction which occurred to the intro- 
duttion of the catheter, feemed to proceed from 
a confiderable weight and pain which the patient 
complained of in the fore part of the genitals, 
and which was always moft fevere when the fup- 
preflion of urine was not confiderabie. On exa- 
mining the parts, the hypogaiftric region was 
tenfe and painful; but there was no confiderable 
tumour perceivable, as there ufually is, in the 


the abdomen, when_the urine has 


been long fuppreffed ; but, upon introducing the 
| finger 
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finger into the vagina while the fuppreffion con- 
tinued, a large tumour was difcovered, which 
occupied the whole cavity of the vagina. In 
this {welling a fluctuation was perceived ; but no 
urine could be evacuated by comprefling it, un- 
lefs the catheter was at the fame time introduced, 
and then a plentiful evacuation enfued ; though, 
even in this manner, the contents of the {welling ; 
could not be entirely difcharged, unlefs the com- ed 
preflion was continued. 


When the urine was entirely evacuated, the 
catheter could be eafily inuoduced ; the tumour 
difappeared ; the fuperior part of the vagina felt 
jax and flaccid ; and the finger could be eafily 
pufhed up tothe mouth of the uterus, till the 
tumour began again to increafe by the urine col- 
lecting in the bladder. Then the fuppreffion re- 
' turned, attended with tenfion and pain as before, 

which commonly ended in convulfions, unlefs 


the urine was in due time evacuated by the in- 
troduction of the catheter. 


The urine, which at firft was of a natural ap- . 
pearance, after the diforder had fubfifted for fome 
time, became lefs pure, and feemed to containa | 
~—~number of fmall membranous filaments, as if the 


internal coat of the bladder had been eroded by 


it, 


ad 
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it. From this time, the fenfibility of the blad« 
der became fo much encreafed, that it was found 


neceflary to introduce the catheter much more 
frequently than before. 


It foon appeared to our author, that a peflary, 
properly adapted for the fupport of the relaxed 
parts, would, in this cafe, probably be the moft 
effectual remedy ; and an inftrument of that kind 
being procured, and fo conftructed as not to pre- 
vent the difcharge of the menftrual flux, it was 
introduced ; and being continued for feveral 
years, till the parts had again recovered their 
tone, a compleat cure was at length obtained. 
The peflary was then no longer neceflary, and 
the patient was perfectly freed of every un- 
eafinefs in making water. 


V. 


G. G. Schillingit de Lepra Commentationes. 8ve, j 
Lugduni Batavorum. i 


HIS differtation upon leprofy was wrote by 
Dr Schilling at-Surinam in the Welt In- 
dies; 


~ 
. 


| 
? 
‘ 
> 
| 
| 

| 
| 

t 
| 


COMMENTARIES. 261 


dies, where the author had frequent opportuni- 


ties of feeing and treating this diforder. It is 
now publifhed, along with two other papers on 
the fame fubjec&t, by Dr Hahn of Leyden, to 


whom they had been communicated by the au- 
thor. 


This diforder, our author obferves, is very ea- 


fily diftinguifhed when it has arrived at any con- 
fiderable height; and, on the contrary, during 


its firft ftages, it is very difficult to dete&t. It 1s 
of great confequence, however, in the treatment, 
to be able to diftinguifh the diforder foon after 


its commencement ; and our author mentions 
two circumftances which he afferts to be con. 


{tant and never-failing fymptoms, viz. a change 
of colour, together with infenfibility in the parts 
affected. ‘The difcolouration of the fkin which 
occurs here, is of two kinds ; fometimes the parts 
are of a pale red complexion, and on other oc- 
cafions they are white, with a tendency to a red 
or livid yellow appearance. In the former cafe, 
the hairs growing upon the parts have fomewhat 
of a yellow or red appearance. In the latter, 
they are always white. In both inftances, the 
diforder breaks out in fpots of a round figure, 
which, in the beginning of the complaint, are al- 


ways 


xs 
— 
| 
d 
> 
* 
' 
| 
k 
‘Ae 
é 


262 


ways exceedingly fmall. Infenfibility of the part 
is likewife common to both. 


When, in courfe of time, the diforder has ob- 
tained a more firm foundation in the fyftem, the 
lobes of the ears begin to fwell, turn hard, and 
{mall tumours appear in different parts of them. 
The fides of the nofe, lips, and at length the 
whole face, {well and become red. This rednefs 
of the fkin, in time, turns into a kind of blue, 
which gradually acquires a more livid appearance, 
in proportion to the continuance of the diforder. 
The fkin is, by degrees, more and more con- 
traéted, and forms itfelf into a number of harden- 
ed folds or wrinkles. 


In many inftances, by means of proper atten- 
tion to dict and other circumitances, the difor- 
der has continued in this fituation, without ma- 
king any farther progrefs, for ten, or even twen- 


ty years. But when, from negle& of proper 


management, the difeafe again begins to advance, 
the leprous bloatches fpread from the face over 
the whole body, even to the foles of the feet; 
and, rifing into nodes and {mall tumours, occa- 
fion a very difagreeable deformity of the whole 


habit. | 
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_ It often happens, that the fingers are the parts 
firft affected with this diforder. Small veficles 
tifing below the nails, the points of the fingers 
{well, and lofe their feeling: By degrees the fe- 
cond phalanx become difeafed, but they remain 
free trom pain, infomuch that the fmali bones are 
often taken out without giving much uneafinefs 
to the patient, and on other occafions they fal! 
out of their own accord. 


In the mean time, the perfpiration is entirely 
ftopped up, by that thicknefs and hardnefs of the 
teguments which prevails univerfally over the 
body. Hence the fick fall into cachexies, leuco- 
phlegmatic fwellings, dropfy, melancholy, and at 
laft are often feized with a taedium vitae, which 
terminates in their putting a voluntary end to 
their miferable exiltence. 


The breath in this diforder acquires an into- 
lerably foetid fmell ; the belly is commonly cof- 
tive, and is with difficulty aCted upon by purga- 
tives; the foeces are dry, black, and have a burnt 
appearance ; the urine is of a red colour, and ad- 
heres firmly to the veffels in which itis collected ; 
and the tongue is always dry and covered with a 
black cruft. The blood is commonly very thin ; 
that which is taken from the veins has, for the 

Vox. V. No. 19. 
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moft part, a very putrid fmell; but this circum- 
{tance was never obferved by our author in blood 
taken immediately from an artery. 


In fome inftances of this diforder, the feet are 
the parts chiefly affe€ted, and then the complaint 
has been commonly termed eiephantiafis, not 
only from the refemblance of the difeafed feet 
to thofe of the elephant, but from the walk of 
fuch patients refembling exactly the ftep of that 
animal. 


In this fpecies of the complaint, the fkin and 
other foft parts become wonderfully expanded, 
at the fame time that the different {mall bones 
{well confiderably. The toes become thick, and 
at laft melt down, and run together as if made 
of wax. ‘The flighteft affection of the difeafed 
parts occafions a difcharge of blood, which, 
however, is commonly eafily put a {top to. The 
diforder by degrees {preads from the toes over 
the whole foot, and from thence proceeds to the 
femur, rendering the different articulations in its 


couric {tiff and immoveable ; at the fame time 
that, in many inftances, the mufcles and tendons 


concrete fo firmly together, that the moft fkilful 


anatoinift can neither feparate or diftinguifh them 
without great difficulty. 
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It has been tried, whether amputation of the 
member, in cafes of this kind, would prove be- 
neficial or not ; but, as yet, it has never, we are 
told, been found to fucceed. In fome, a locked 
jaw occurred about the feventh day from the o- 
peration. ‘his again was commonly fucceeded 
by tetanus, which at laft ended in death. Others 
died immediately from convulfions ; and in fuch 
as did furvive the operation for any length of 
time, the wound occafioned by the operation did 
not heal, and the diforder at laft feized upon the 
other foot. A particular defcription is given by our 
author, of the appearance obferved on diffecting 
juch limbs after amputation ; ‘he internal ap- 
pearance of the bones are nearly the fame, he 


obferves, as thofe obferved in bones affected with 
{pina ventofa. 


Although this diforder is very frequent in 
Jome of the Weft India iflands, and in fome parts 
of the continent of America, yet our author is 
clearly of opinion that it is not originally a dif- 
eafe of that climate. It was at firft introduced 
by the negroes carried from the coaft of Africa, 
and has fince been kept up by an annual impor- 
tation of flaves from the fame country: For, al- 
though there are many inftances of the native A- 
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mericans labouring under complaints of this nae 
ture, yet there are many entire tribes in which 
it has never been known; and it occurs with 
thofe only who have frequent intercourfe with 
the African flaves, 


It has been aflerted by fome writers, that le- 
profy is not communicated by contagion ; but 
our author is of a different opinion, and has no 
doubt of its being a contagious diforder. 


In the cure of this difeafe, we are directed to 
have three principa: objeéts in view. ‘To rettore, 
as much as poffible, to a natural ftate, the per- 
{piration of the patient; to dilute the juices fuf. 
ficiently with healthy nourifhing fluids, fo that 
the acrid particles contained in them may be 
more eafily expelled; and, laftly, to reftorea 
due degree of ftrength to the whole habit. 


With a view to the firft of thefe indications, 

a frequent ufe of the warm bath is much recom- 
mended, At firft it is neceffary to have recourfe 
to it with fome caution, as it is apt to induce an. 
xiety and palpitations about the heart, andon fome 
occafions, convulfions: For this reafon, the bath 
fhould not be repeated above twice a week, at 
firft, and the patient fhould not remain in it a- 
bove 
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bove fifteen minutes at once. He fhould afters 
wards, we are told, come to ufe it twice every day, 
viz. on getting out of bed in the morning, and a- 
gain in the evening, on going to reft, Our au- 
thor remarks, that marfh mallows, flowers of el- 
der, and other emollient herbs, make very pro- 
- per additions to thefe baths. 

With a view to promote this free perfpiration, 
which is a neceflary part of the cure, gentle exercife 
is recommended ; and it is the more neceffary, 
we are told, the greater the averfion of the patient 
is to attend to it. | 


In order to dilute properly the difeafed fluids, 
and afterwards to throw them out from the fy- 
{tem, we are directed firft to exhibit large quan- 
tities of any emollient decoction, and afterwards 
to have recourfe to fome of the more active fudo- 
tifics. During this part of the courfe, the great- 
eft care is requifite in order to preferve the pas 
tient from cold; for if, from expofure to cold 
wind, the perfpiration fhould again receive a 
check, it never fails to produce fuch fymptoms 
as always prove very troublefome, and which, on 
fome occafions, end even fatally. During this, and 


very other part of the cure, it is neceflary to keep 
32 the 


the belly open, by the ufe of extraét of rhubarb, 
of aloetics, or of ether gentle laxatives, 


For fuch putrid ulcers as frequently occur in 
patients infected with leprofy, antifeptic fomen- 
tations are recommended, together with tin@tures 
ef myrrh, aloes, and fuccinum. We are dire&ted 
to avoid every oily application, and efpecially 
fuch as are conjoined with mercury ; for, as long 
as the fyftem remains tainted with the leprous 
miafma, it is always dangerous to have recourfe 
to mercury in any form whatever. When the 
general dilforder of the fyftem, however, is once 
eradicated, mercury may then, we are told, be 
afed with fafety ; and in that {tate of the complaint 
it is frequently of fervice for removing fuch callo- 
fities of the {kin as often remain. after every other 
fymptom of the difeafe. 


With a view to firengthen the fyftem, after 


the difeafe has been entirely carried off, a more 
invigorating diet fhou'd be ailowed ; and the pa- 
tients are dircCted to rub their whole bodies, daily,. 


with fpirits of wine, or with rum ; and to fumigate 
with the fmoke of maftich, olftbanum, benzoin, 
lavender, or of any other aflringent herb or 
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V. 


De Herniis Differtatio. Vid. Augufti Gottlieb. Rich- 
teri Medicinae Profefforis publici Ordinarii, So- 
cietat, Reg. Scientiar. Gotting. et Academiae 
Regiae Scientiarum Suecicae membri, Obfervatis 
onum Chirurgicarum. Fafciculus fecundus, 
Gottingae. 


BT has long been regretted by every practition- 
er in furgery, that all the remedies hitherto 
known for the treatment of the incarcerated her- 
nia, are found, in by much the greateft number of 
cafes, to prove entirely ineffectual, and that, of 
courfe, a chirurgical operation fhould be fo fre 
quently rendered neceflary. 


The failure of the means ufually had recourfe 
to in thefe cafes, proceeds, moft frequently, our 
author obferves, from the fame mode of treat- 
ment being almoft invariably applied in every 
cafe of hernia, without any regard to the fpecies, 
or caufe of the diforder: But, by diftingu:fhing 
properly between the different fpecies of hernia, 
and applying fuch remedies only as are fuited to 
that kind of rupture which happens to prefent 
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itfelf, much greater fuccefs, he thinks, would at- 
tend the management of thefe diforders than has 
hitherto been experienced, 


According to our author, there are three di- 
flint fpecies of the incarcerated hernia. The 
firft, or mildeft fpecies of the diforder, proceeds, 
he obferves, from an accumulation of foeces in 
the inteftines. It occurs, moft commonly, in thofe 
large old cafes of herniae, which have been of- 
ten replaced, and which have as frequently recur- 
red again. In fuch inftances, accumulations of 
foeces are very apt to take place in the protru- 
ded portions of the gut, not only from the dimi- 
nifhed tone of thefe parts of the inteftines them- 
felves, but from the want of exertion of the abdo- 
minal mufcles, which are the ordinary and ufual co- 
verings of all the inteftines, and to the influence 
of which, in a found ftate, they are, at all times, 
liable. Asfoon as an accumulation of foeces be- 
gins to form, the hernia becomes more confide. 
rable in point of fize, acquires a greater weight, 
the belly becomes coftive, and at length pain, 
fever, and all the other ufual fymptoms of an in- 
carcerated hernia, fucceed. 


In the fecond, or what our author terms the 
acute inflammatory fpecies of hernia, there is, 
from 
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from the beginning, a fharp inflammatory kind 
of pain, which is always, in a very fhort fpace, 
fucceeded by fever. The fwelling is not com- 
monly at firft very confiderable; and, when it 
does afterwards increafe, it is not hard, but ac- 
quires a tenfe elaftic feel, and becomes painful 
to the touch. 


The third fpecies of ftrangulated or incarcera- 
ted hernia, our author terms the fpafmodic, from 


his fuppofing it to proceed from fome fpafmodic af- 
fe€tion of the parts concerned. That all the u- 
fual fymptoms of ftrangulation of a gut may be 
produced by a fpafmodic contraction of the parts, 
is very probable; and our author is of opi- 
nion, that we cannot, on any other principle, 
account for thofe confiderable intermiffions of all 
the fymptoms which fometimes occur in cafes of 
{trangulated hernia feemingly of the worft kinds. 
In confirmation of this, a cafe is here related very 
applicable to the point in queftion. 


A young man who, for ten years, had labour- 
ed under a fcrotal hernia, was, in the night-time, 
fuddenly feized with violent pains in the abdo- 
men, and other fymptoms of ftrangulation in the 
protruded gut. For the fpace of twenty-four 
_ hours, recourfe was had to all the ufual remedies, 


but 


| 
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but with no advantage. The gut ftill remained 
down. On the morning of the third day, our 
author’s affiftance was defired, when the patient 

- was found very reftlefs, with frequent pains in the 
abdomen, which was tenfe and {welled, tho’ nei- 
ther hard, nor very painfultothe touch. The pulfe 
was weak. The breathing interrupted, and the 
extremities cold. Every remedy commonly recom- ? 


mended in fuch cafes, was tried, but to no pur- 
pofe ; and endeavours were ufed for the reduction 
of the gut, and continued for the fpace of two | 


hours, but without producing the leaft change 
At four o’clock in the afternoon of the fame day, 
the feveral fymptoms ftill continued as before ; : 
and as, upon another trial for the reduétion of 
the inteftine, nothing effectual could be done, a 
poultice of camomile flowers and lintfeed was or- 
dered to be applied to the abdomen. Our au- 
thor returning about nine o’clock in the evening, 
reduced the gut with the greateft eafe, upon the 
very firft trial, and every bad fymptom immedi- 
ately vanifhed. He therefore fuppofes, that the 
great difficulty which had before occurred, in re- 
ducing the inteftine, in this cafe, had proceeded 
from fome fpzfmodic affe€tion of the parts, which 
had either difappeared at length of its own ac- 
cord, 
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cord, or in confequence of the ufe of the poulti- 
ces. In no other manner, dees he think, can the 
reduétion of the gut, in fuch cafes, be accounted 
for; and fome other fimilar inftances are here re- 
lated, in fupport of the fame opinion. 


Whenever a hernia is fuppofed to be of this 
nature, and to proceed from a fpafmodic affection 
of the parts concerned, large dofes of opiates are 
recommended, together with the ufe of the warm 
bath, and other. external emollient applications. 
The ufe of aftringent applications, in cafes of this 
nature, which are recommended by many of the 
moderns, is greatly condemned by our author, 
as tending always to aggravate the very com- 
plaints they were defigned to remove. For the 
removal of {fpafmodic affections of different kinds, 
to which the alimentary canal is liable, fall dofes 
of ipecacuanha, frequently repeated, are greatly 
extolled by our author: And a very remarkable 
inftance of the effet of this remedy, in fuch cafes, 
is here related at full length; it was given in 
half grain dofes, repeated every half hour, and, 
at laft, after every other remedy had failed, it e- 
vidently procured an abatement of pain, induced 
fleep, and a plentiful difcharge of foeces, in a very 
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obftinate cafe of colic, attended with conftipation 
of the belly. 7 


VI. 


De Cataractae extrahendae Methodo nova. Vid, 
Augufti Gottheb Richteri Obfervationum Chirur- cg 
gicarum, fafciculus fecundus. Gottingae. 
LTHOUGH of late years very confiderable 
A improvements have been made in the chi- 
rurgical operations for the cataract ; yet ftill the 
fuccefs attending this branch of furgery is far 


from being fo confiderable as might be expec. 
ted. 


Extraction of the cataract has, for fome time, 
been generally preferred to couching, from the 
{uppofition of its freeing the patients more effec- 
tually from the caufe of the diforder. But, it is 
very common, our author remarks, to fee this 
operation done in the moft perfect manner, and 
in cafes feemingly very favourable, without any 
advantage being derived from it, In fome fuch 
inftances, the patients fee confiderably better for 
a fhort time after the operation, but gradually 
lofe their fight as entirely as before ; and in o- 

thers, 
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thers, the patients are not fenfible of a more per- 


fect vifion, even immediately after the opera- 
tion. 


This want of fuccefs in extracting the cataract 
may proceed, our author thinks, from various 
reafons, but occurs more efpecially from the fol- 
lowing caufes, viz. either from the diforder being 
conjoined with fome general affection of the fy- 
{tem, as the gout, fcrophuia, or venereal difeafe, 
or from the capfula of the cryftalline lens which, 
in this operation, is always left behind, in fome 
cafes becoming opaque, or otherwife difeafed. 


In every operation of this kind, therefore, the 
general health of the patient fhou!d be previoufly 
examined ; and, if any of the above named difor- 
ders prevail in it, they fhould either be corrected, 
or, if that cannot be effected, and if the opera- 


tion is ftill infifted upon, a very doubtful prog- 
nofis fhould be given. 


But, with a view of preventing a return of blind- 
nefs from the laft mentioned caufe, our author 
propofes an improvement in the extraction of 
the cataraét, which he has often put in practice, 
we are told, and never without fuccefs. In 
couching or deprefling the cataraét, the 
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is always depreffed, together with the body of 
the lens. This our author is convinced of from 
diffe€tion of the parts after that operation had 
taken place ; and it was this circumftance which 
firft gave him the idea of extracting the cataract 
in the following manner. 

After cutting the cornea in the ufual way, he 
introduces a {mall fharp needle, guarded with a 
canula; this being pufhed into the body of the 
lens, it is then to have its point firft gently raifed, 
then deprcfled, and afterwards moved in all diffe- 
rent direétions, fo as to detach the lens and its cap- 
fule effectually from the furrounding parts. Af- 
ter this, by making a very gentle preflure on the 
ball of the eye, the cataract, covered with its 
tunic, is eafily pufhed out. 

It may be objected to this operation, our au- 
thor remarks, that the vitreous humour will ve- 
ry readily be pufhed out, together with the lens ; 
but, when it is cautioufly done, that accident, he 
obferves, never happens. 
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Vil. 


A Treatife on the Theory and Management of Ul- 
cers, with a Differtation on White Swellings of 
the Joints; to which is prefixed, an Effay on 
the Chirurgical treatment of Inflammation, and 
its confequences. By Benjamin Bell, Member 
of the College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, and 
one of the Surgeons to the Royal Infirmary of 
that city. 8vo, Edinburgh. 


N the firft of thefe eflays, Mr Bell gives a full 
| account of tlie ufual fymptoms, caufes, termi- 
nations, and treatment of external inflammatory 
affections. Diforders of this nature which occur 
internaily, he does not enter upon, as thefe more 
properly, he obferves, fall under the management 
of the phyfician than of the furgeon. | 


When the phlegmon, or any other inflammatory 
affection is to be attempted to be cured by refo- 
lution, it has been the prevailing practice to have 
recourfe to fomentations and other warm appli- 
cations. Our author, however, has; from ex- 

perience, 
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perience, been long convinced, that remedies of 

that nature, however proper they may be for 

promoting fuppuration, are never admiffible, 

whilft the refoiution of an inflamed part is thought 

practicable, as they have always a very confide- 

rable influence in occafioning an increafe of the 

{welling, with a confequent tendency to fuppura- 

tion. 
The remedies moft to be depended on, in this 

part of the cure, our author obferves, are, both 

general and topical evacuations of blood, the 

quantities to be determined by the circumftances 

of the cafe, age, and ftrength of the patients, -B 

gentle laxatives, diaphoretics, and other cooling ) 

medicines ; at the fame time that the part affec- 

ted is tobe kept conftantly moift by a folution of 

lead in the vegetable acid, which he confiders as 

the moft effectual application for the refolution 

of an inflamed tumour. | 


He prefers a folution of faccharum faturni in 
water to the extractum faturni of Goulard, as 
with it we are much more certain of the exact 
{trength of our preparation than we ever can be 
with the other. For, although in Goulard’s 
extract, as likewife in the acetum lythargyrites of 
the fhops, which are both, our author obferves, 
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very nearly the fame, we may be certain of 
the proportion of lead employed to the vinegar ; 
yet we never can, but by cryftallization, know 
exactly, or even nearly, how much of the former 
the menftruum may have diffolved, as that muft 
depend upon a variety of accidents, and parti- 
cularly on the ftrength of the acid, and exact 
degree of heat employed, which are circumftan- 
ces we have not always in our power exactly to 
regulate. 


Before proceeding totreat of the neceflary reme- 
dies for promoting fuppuration, our author en- 


ters pretty fully into the confideration of the for- 
mation of pus. 


By many authors pus has been imagined to 
confift in a diffolution of the blood-vefiels, nerves, 
mufcles, and other folids, in the fluids of the 
parts in which inflammatory tumours occur. 
Others, again, have fuppofed purulent matter to 
be formed in the blood, and that it is fecreted 
in its complete ftate into abfcefles, wounds, and 
ulcers. Both thefe opinions, our author, by a 
variety of arguments, endeavours to overturn, 
and afterwards goes on to fhew, that pus, in e- 


very inftance, is formed by a change produced 
VoL. V. No. 19. Tt from 


from a certain degree of fermentation upon the fe- 
rous and coagulable parts of the blood after their 
fecretion into the cavities of ulcers and abfceffes. 
‘his opinion feems to be put beyond a doubt by 
the experiments of Sir John Pringle, and of Mr 
Gaber of ‘Turin, with refpe& to the point in 
queition. 


Mr Bell fuppofes, that one certain confequence 
of any confiderable degree of inflammation, is 
the effufion of a quantity of the ferous and co- 
aguiable parts of the blood into the cellular mem- 
brane of the part affected. As, in order to 
convert thefe fluids into pus, when detached trom 
the body, it has been found, by experiment, that 
a certain degree of heat is neceffary, not only to 
be applied, but to be conftantly continued, Mr 
Bell recommends a more particular attention to 
the treatment of inflamed parts in this manner than 
has commonly been given; and advifes, when 
{uppuration is wifhed to be promoted, as the 
moft effectual means for that purpofe, a very 
frequent renewal of the common emollient poul- 
tices and fomentations. But, in order to receive 
any advantages from thefe applications, we are 
dire€ted to renew them much more frequently 
than is commonly practifed ; for inftance, every 
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fecond or third hour, at fartheft, and to be ap- 
plied with as great a degree of warmth as the 
patient can poflibly bear. 


Mr Bell obferves, that it was the profecution of 
a fet of experiments fimilar to thofe of Sir John 


Pringle and Mr Gaber, which tirft fuggefied to 
him the probability of the great advantages to be 
derived from the prefervation of a due degree of 


heat in inflamed parts, when intended to be 
brought to fuppuration. And he has according- 
ly, he remarks, on many occafions fince that 
time, found the treatment of fuch cafes go on 
much more eafily than otherwife he fhould have 
expected, or have been able to expiain. 


After pus is thoroughly formed in an abfcefs, 
Mr Bell next proceeds to confider the moit pro- 
per method of difcharging it ; and, as in large 
collections of matter, laying them open to any con- 
fiderable extent, is almoit always attended with 
difagreeab'e confequences, fuch as debilitating 
{weats, quicknefs of pulfe, and cther fy.nptoms of 
hectic fever, inorder to avoid thele, which are fup- 
pofed to proceed in a great meafure from the too 
free admiffion of air to the internal furfaces of 
the fores, we are dircéted to open every abfcefs 
of any confiderable fize, by means of a feton or 

243 cord 
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cord introduced from the fuperior to the moft 
depending part of the tumour ; which evacuates 
the matter gradually,- and is feldom or never, we 
are told, attended with any of the bad effects 
which, in fuch cafes, almoft conftantly fucceed to 
large incifions. 


The practice here recommended has, for ma- 
ny years, been followed in the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh, and has always been attended 
with very good effects, An inftrument is deli- 
neated by our author, by which a cord may, 
with the greateft eafe and fafety, be introduced 
in every cafe of abfcefs. 


In the fecond past of this work, on the theo- 
ry and treatment of ulcers, we have a full account 
of all the varieties of thefe diforders. Mr Bell 
divides ulcers in general into two clafles, viz. 
1. Such as are merely local, and not connected 
with any diforder of the conftitution ; the diffe. 
rent fpecies of which are, the fimple purulent ul- 
cer, the fimple vitiated ulcer, the fungous ulcer, 
the finous, the callous, the carious, the cance- 
rous, and cutaneous ulcers. 


2. Such as are connected with, or depend up- 


on fome general diforder of the fyftem; of 
which 
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which the feveral fpecies are, the venereal, the 
{corbutic, and {crophulous ulcers. 


In the treatment of ulcers, it has been almoft 
univerfally recommended never to attempt the 
cure of fuch as have been of long ftanding, as, 
from the very acrid matters which they are fre- 
quently known to difcharge, it has been commonly 
imagined that drying up fuch fores might 
prove dangerous to the conftitution. Fora great 
quantity of acrid humours would thereby be pent 
up in the fyftem, which otherwife, if the ulcers 
had been kept open, would ftill, by their means, 
have continued to be difcharged. Mr Bell, how- 
ever, is of opinion, that no fuch acrid matters, as 
are frequently obferved to be difcharged from 
ulcers, ever fubfifted in the blood ; and adduces 
a variety of arguments in confirmation of this. 


The acrimony which, in fuch cafes, occurs, is 
produced, he thinks, in a great meafure, by fome 
particular aifection of the organs which feparate 
thofe fluids from the blood, from which the matter, 
by its remora in the cavities of ulcers, is after- 
wards formed: For, frequently, he obferves, we 
can, in the courfe of a very few hours, by means 
of an external topical application merely, change 
the appearance entirely of the matter of an ul- 
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cer, which, in that manner, could never in any 
cafe be done, if the change produced depended on 
an alteration to be effected on the general mafs of 
blood. He is, therefore, of opinion, that ulcers 
prove hurtful or beneficial to the conftitution, 
not by the quality of matter difcharged, but by 
the quantity ; and hence he thinks the cure of 


every fore, of whatever continuance, may be > 
rendered perfectly fafe by the previous intro- 
duction of an iffue, which difcharges a quantity 
of fluids, equal to the difcharge occafioned by 
the fore to be healed up. And he afferts, from 
extenfive experience on this point, that no in- 
conveniencies ever refult from the praétice 5 
hence he is clearly of opinion, that the cure of 
every fore may, with fafety, be attempted. 


The fimple purulent ulcer is the firft fubje& of 
our author’s confideration, not only as being 
more eafily managed than any fore we are ac- 
quainted with, but as it is to this {tate every o- 
ther fpecies of ulcer muft be reduced before any 
permanent cure can be obtained, 


The means neceflary for the moft effectual 
treatment of the purulent ulcer are here fully e- 
numerated ; as are afterwards the different reme- 


dies 


es 
‘ 
x 
° 
| 


COMMENTARIES. 285 


dies for reducing to a purulent ftate the feveral 
fpecies of ulcers ; but, as the nature of this work 
does not admit of a very particular account 
being given, we fhall endeavour to point out fuch 


circumftances from the whole, as to us appcar 
of moft confequence. 


By the fimple vitiated ulcer, Mr Bell means 
all fuch fores as differ from a fimple purulent ul- 
cer in the nature of the difcharge afforded. 
Whenever the folids are particularly affected, the 
fore more properly belongs to one or other of 


the f{pecies afterwards defcribed, and which have 
been already enumerated. 


The principal caufe of the purulent difcharge 
of ulcers degenerating into matters of different 
kinds, our author looks upon to be inflamma- 
tion of the parts affected ; and according as that 
fymptom is more or lefs confiderable in fores, at 
Jeaft in thofe of a local nature, unconneéted with 
any diforder of the habit, the difcharge, he al- 
ledges, is always more or lefs of a vitiated nature: 
In coniequence of this, he remarks, fuch appli- 
cations are found to be moft effectual in fores of 
this nature, as are known to be moft ufeful in 
removing inflammatory affections ; and hence is 
explained, he obferves, the great efficacy of warm 
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emollient poultices and fomentations. In fimple 
fores of a vitiated nature, our author recom- 
mends thefe as the moft effectual remedies ; as 
they feldom fail, not only in procuring eafe to the 


patient, but in producing a confiderable change 
for the better in the nature of the difcharge. 


Iffues are! recommended as a proper and 
very neceflary ftep in the cure of every uicer. 
For, independently of rifk to the conftitution, 
from the healing of old fores, without the intro- 
duction of adequate drains, nothing, we are told, 
contributes more to the cure, than the practice 
recommended. And, unlefs proper attention be 
given to this point, although we may fometimes 
effect the cicatrifation of fuch fores by means of 
aftringent applications; yet cures fo obtained will 
never, we are told, prove very lafting. For the 
fyftem having, by means of the ulcers, been, 
for along time, accuftomed to throw off con. 
fiderable quantities of fluids, the redundancy 
which a ftoppage of thefe unavoidably occafions 
in the conftitution, always, at laft, forces open 
the cicatrices of newly healed fores, unlefs this 
effect be guarded againft by the introdu¢tion of a- 
dequate drains. 

Aftes 
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Aftet the ftate of an ulcer is o- 


ver, gentle compreflion, by means of a laced 


ftocking, or of a roller fo applied as to ac&t gently 


upon the parts contiguous to the fore, is much 
recommended. 


When fpeaking of the finous ulcer, our author 
obferves, that the intention of cure, in every cafe 
of finus, is to produce a coalefcence of its fides, fo 
as to deftroy any vacuity that may have occurred. 
The moft effectual means for accomplifhing this, 
is, firft, to make a depending orifice for a free 
exit to the matter, and then, by a gentle irrita- 
tion, to induce, on the internal furface of the fi- 
nus, a flight degree of inflammation, which, by 
experience, he obferves, is known to be that ftate 
moft favourable for the production of adhefion 
between any two parts. And he recommends, 
as the moft fimple and eafy method of effecting 
this, the introduction of a feton or cord from the 
orifice in the ulcer, along the courfe of the finus 
to its other extremity, where an opening large 
enough for the difcharge fhould be immediately 
made for the reception of the feton. 


As the cure advances, we are directed to di- 
minifh the fize of the cord gradually, by taking 
away a thread, or fo, from its thicknefs, every 
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- fecond or third day ; and, at laft, when the dif. 


charge is confiderably leflened, to take it out al- 
together, and to finifh the cure by making a 
gentle preflure upon the courfe of the finus for 
fome time longer, by means of a proper ban- 
dage. | 


When {peaking of the cancerous ulcer, a va- 
riety of arguments are enumerated to prove, that 
cancer is originally a local affection only ; and, as 
no remedy our author has ever yet feen employ- 
ed has proved effectual, he recommends, as 
the only refource, extirpation of the parts affec- 
ted. 


By the cutaneous ulcer, our author underftands 
{uch fores as frequently octur from eruptions of 
the herpetic kind, when improperly treated, or 
entirely neglected. As he confiders diforders of 
this nature to be entirely local, and to proceed 
moft frequently merely from a remora of the mat- 
ter of perfpiration, occafioned by want of due at- 
tention to cleanlinefs, or fome other fimilar caufe, 
he advifes, as the moft effectual remedies, in e- 
very cafe of this kind, a frequent ufe of the warm 
bath, together with antimonials, and other medi- 
cines of the diaphoretic kind. 


For 
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For external application, drying aftringent re- 
medies are recommended, fuch as lime-water, 
folutions of faccharum Saturni, and of mercurius 
fublimatus corrofivus. ‘This laft is particularly 
advifed as the mot effeCtual application in cafes 
of tinea capitis, a fpecies of the diforder under 
confideration. About ten grains of the mercu- 
ry toa pound of water, makes a folution of a 


very proper ftrength for every purpofe of this 
kind. 


In deep ulcerations of the herpetic nature, an 
ointment, prepared with axunge and calcined zinc, 
is recommended as a very effectual application 
for the removal of inflammation, which, in fuch 
cafes, frequently occurs. 


The laft differtation of the work before us 
contains obfervations on white fwellings of the 
joints. Our author is clearly of opinion, that 
{fwellings of this nature proceed from two diffe- 
rent fets of caufes; and he thinks it a matter of 
the greateft confequence in practice, to diftin- 
guifh properly between the one fet of caufes and 
the other. The one produces a difeafe which 
_ often has been, and certainly is, of a curable na- 
ture ; whereas the diforder produced by the o- 
ther 
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ther has, probably, been feldom or never known 
to yield to medicines. 


The mildeft fpecies of the difeafe he confiders 
as of an inflammatory or rheumatic nature; and 
the other to be connected with a fcrophulous 
difpofition. 


Although white fwellings of the joints, in their 
more advanced {tages, acquire an equal inveteracy, 
when proceeding from either of the two foremen- 
tioned caufes, yet if they be attended to foon after 
their commencement, there is always a confider- 
able difference to be obferved. The pain, in the 
fpecies of the diford:r from a rheumatic difpofi- 
tion, is always, we are told, from the beginning, 
diitfufed over the whole joint, and, on fome occa- 
fions, extends even a confiderable way along the 
mufcles that are attached to it. While, in the 
other fpecies of the difeafe, the pain is not only 
always at firft, but fometimes even when the 
complaint has been of long ftanding, confined to 
a very {mall circumfcribed fpace. 


In the former, the {welling is always confined 
tc the foft parts, and is from the beginning ex- 
ceedingly evident; but, in the latter, there is fel- 
dom, for fome time, any perceptible fwelling, 
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and when it does more fenfibly appear, the bones 
are found evidently to be the parts cniefly affec- 
ted, the furrounding teguments coming only to 
fuffer on a farther progrefs of the difeafe. 


Thefe are the chief local differences of the two 
fpecies of this diforder; but fome diftin&ion, 
our author obferves, may likewife be obtained 
from the general habit of the patient, and from 
the manner in which the complaint may feem to 
have been produced. 


Thus, when fuch fwellings occur in young, 
ftrong, plethoric people, efpecially in fuch as have 
formerly been fubje&t to rheumatifm, fuch, moft 


probably, will always prove to be of the mildeft 
or rheumatic f{pecies of the diforder. 


When, on the other hand, fwellings of this nature 
appear in fuch patients as are otherwife evidently 
of {crophulous difpofitions, where, together witha 
fine fkin, and delicate complexion, there are ei- 
ther, on examination, found to be hardened 
glands in the neck, arm-pits, or inguina ; or it 
is difcovered, that the patient has, from his an- 
ceftors, a title to fuch complaints ; when, with 
_ any, or all of thefe circumftances, the diforder 
has begun without any evident external caufe, 
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> we need be under very little doubt in conclus 
ding it to be of a fcrophulous nature. 


Inthe fcrophulous .fpecies of white fwelling, 
very little affiftance, we are told, is to be obtained 
from art; but, in the other, we have it frequent- 
ly in our power to be of confiderable fervice. 


In the incipient ftate of this diforder, topical 
blood-letting is of very great confequence, par- 
ticular!y cupping and fcarifying, fo as to take 
away confiderable quantities of blood from the 


part immediately affected. Biilters, repeatedly 
applied to the parts, are likewife much recoms “ 
mended in this ftage of the diforder. 


When fwellings of this nature have been of 4 
more confiderable ftanding, gentle mercurials, 5 
particularly in the form of undtion, to the parts 
affefted, are advifed ; and, for the removal of that 
ftiffnefs and rigidity of the joints which frequent- 
ly remain after every other fymptom of the dif- 
eafe has difappeared, warm emollients, together 
with a long continued ufe of frictions, are the 
remedies chiefly to be depended on. This ri- 
gidity of the joints, which, in fuch cafes, is fo 
common, has generally, our author obferves, 
been fuppofed to proceed, either from the forma- 
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tion of a real anchylofis, in confequence of the 
ends of the bones compofing the joint ha- 
ving run into one another, or from an in- 
{piffation of the fynovial fluid of the joint itfelf : 
Mr Bell, however, is of opinion, from a great 
number of diffec&tions which he has had an op- 
portunity of making of difeafed joints in this 
complaint, that neither of thefe caufes of this 
fymptom occur frequently. And he attributes it, 
in almoft every inftance, to a preternatural rigi- 
dity, or contraction in the flexor mufcles corre- 
{ponding with the affected joint. He, therefore, 
advifes a long continued ufe of emollients with 
frictions, as the moft effectual remedies in every 
cafe of this kind. The friction, however, in or- 
der to prove effectual, fhould be applied over the 
whole extent of the flcfhy parts of the mufcles, 
and not confined, as it commonly is done, to the ten- 


dons, where it cannot probably have much influ- 
ence, 
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VII. 


Effais Botaniques, Chemiques, et Pharmaceutiques, 

Jur quelques Plantes indigenes, fubftitutés, avec 

fuccés, a des Vegetaux exotiques, auxquels ona 

jant des Obfervations Medicinales fur les 

mémes Objets. Ouvrage qui a remporté le pre- 

| mier prix double, au jugement de M. M. de [A- 
i | cademie des Sciences, Belles Lettres, et Arts de 
Lyons. Par M. Cofte, Medicin des Hofpitaux 
Militaires de Roy, en Refidence 4 Calais, agrégé 
henoraire du College Royale des Medicins de 
Nancy, Membre de I’ Academie Royale des Sciences 
de la méme Ville, et de celles de Lyon, de Suede, 
it &c. et M, Willemet, Doyen des Apothecaires, 
ii Demonftrateur de Chemie et de Botanique au Cor- 
lege Royale de Medecine de Nancy, Membdre des 
Societés Royales de Suede et de Paris, et a: 
Celles Baviere, de Heffe, Hombeurg, et de Bernz. 
ANancy. 1778. 8vo, 


HE philofophical fpirit of inquiry which fo 
. happily diftinguifhes the prefent times, has 


Jed to many new acquifitions in the vegetable 
| world, 
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COMMENTARIES. 


world. It is to be lamented, however, that, while 4 
our fhips are bringing home botanical treafures ) 
from the fouthern hemifphere, we are neglecting 
the plants with which nature has furnifhed us at 
home, and which are overlooked, merely, per- 
laps, becaufe we tread them every day under our 
feet. With refpe& to their medicinal virtues, 
there is fo much confufion and exaggeration in 
all the old writers, and thofe who have copied 
after them, that their real qualities are often times 
concealed amidft a number of imaginary proper- 
tics. A work, founded on repeated experiments, 
and attentive obfervation, was, therefore, a defi- 
deratum in medicine. The performance before 
us is executed on fuch a plan, and, we hope, will 
pave the way to other fimilar inquiries, ‘The 
learned authors have arranged, under difting 
heads, fuch exotic vegetables as are in the mott 
general ufe ; and then, after having afcertained 
the properties of each of thefe, they proceed to 
point out fuch indigenous plants of France and 
Lorraine as feem, fram chymical analyfis, and 
trials on patients, to poflels fimilar principles, and 
which may, therefore, with propriety, be fubfti- 
tuted in their ftead. Of all thefe plants, as well 
foreign as indigenous, they give an abridged hi- 

VoL. V. No, 19. Uy ftory; 
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ftory ; and, to this, they add the beft methods of 
preparing and exhibiting them, together with the 


experiments they have made to afcertain their 
medical ufes. The limits of our work do not 
permit us to follow them minutely through the 
whole of their performance; we fhall, therefore, 


content ourfelves with laying before our readers 
the fo'!lowing table, which is annexed to the work, 
and affords a general view of the refult of their 


inquiries. 


It may be proper, however, to obferve, that 


the plants mentioned in the appendix are intro- 
duced on the teftimony of other phyficians, 


Thus, the arnica montana has been exprefsly re- 
commended by Dr Collin in the Differtation, an 
analyfis of which is given in the firft part of this 
number, and in another which he has very lately 
publifhed, but which we have not yet beenable to 


obtain. The Solanum Dulcamara was firft no- 
ticed by the celebrated Linnaeus, and fince by 
M. Razoux, phyfician at Nifes, and others. 
The authors likewife fpeak of it as an ufeful re- 
medy in ulcers of long ftanding, and in chronic 
vail rheumatifm, on the teftimony of Doctor Simmons. 


ae The Sedum Pa'uftre, as we are told by Linnaeus, 
i3 frequently ufed, in Weftrogotha, in cafes of 
Chin. 
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Chincough, in which it atts as a fedative. The 
Glans Quercina, (acorn), has been recommended 
by Dr Auenbrugger of Vienna, as a deobftruent, 
when taken in the way of coffee. The Phellan- 
drium Aquaticum was firft recommended by 
Heifter, but more particularly afterwards by Dr 
Ernfting of Brunfwic, in a work publifhed in 
1739, and entitled Phellandrogia. In this, as 
well as in a diflertation written in German by Dr 
Lange of Lunebourg, ‘ On the fingular Efficacy 
‘ of the Seeds of the Phellandrium Aquaticum,’ 
it is fpoken of asa diuretic, antifeptic, and ex- 
pectorant. ‘The Chenopodium Botrys is highly 
extolled by Dr Paulet of Paris, editor of the 
Gazette de Sante, as an ufeful remedy in humo- 
ral afthma. For the cure of this affection, he 
recommends it to be powdered, and mixed into 
the form of an eleCtuary, with honey. 


How far the experience of other practitioners 


will confirm the obfervations of iir Cofte and 


Mr Willemet, future attentive trials can alone 


determine, Yet it muft uiqueftionably afford 


no inconfiderable degree of pleafure to every 
practitioner who is not blindly attaclicd to thofe 
practices only of which he has hiimnfelf been a 
witnefs, to think that there 1s, at leaft, a profpect 
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that fome foreign articles, which cannot be had 

. but at a great expence, may be fupplied by others, 
which, as they grow in great abundance in this 
climate, are in no danger of being adulterated 
by mixture with articles, which, although of fimi- 
lar appearance, poflefs very different qualities. 
It is, therefore, we prefume, unneceffary to recom- 
mend it to the apothecaries of this country, to 
provide fuch articles mentioned in this table, as. 
do not enter the pharmacopceia’s either of Lon- 
don or Ldinburgh. Nor nced we fuggeft to 
candid practitioners, zealous for the improve- | 
ment of their proteffion, the propriety of giving : 
a fair trial, on proper occafions, to the articles 
here wentioued, and if, from the experience 
of others, the aflertions of the authors of this dif- 
fertation fhall appear to be well founded, the 
medical world may be confidered as greatly in- 
debted to their zeal and indulftry. 
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P LAN TA RUM onoftratium remediis exoticis in praefenti tentamine fuffect 
cum dofibus medicis. 


PLANT2E PLANT #Z INDIGEN#Z| PLANTS MODUS ET-D OOSTS. 
exoticae. cum phrafi botanica Linnaei. T MEDICA. 4G 

1 Viola odorata L 1324 \adices Pulver. a 5ij. ad Div. | Vomitiv. purg. | 
2 Viola canina L 1324 | Decoét. 3j- ad iij- pro aq. cum fyr. fiol. ejufd. | et aftring. 
| Pulv. a gr. RAXXIV. ad AL. 
IPECACUANHA | 3 Afarum Europaeum L 633 Radices et folia Infuf. vin, frig 3) ad ij. -Vomitiva 
fubftituta. Vol. n.° j, ad iv.ad Xif imful aq. cum cianam. ¢t purgantia 
4 Paris quadrifolia L 527 Radix Pulv. a ad cum. tart. itib. g. J. emetica 
5 Euphorbia efula L 6¢0 | 
6 hehiofcopia 653. Cortic. caul. et rad. fimul aceto correat. a ar AV. ad | 
7 ———— peplus 053 Cortices XL. adde crem. tart. A gr. XV. ad AX. cina. et | 
8 —— exigua 654 | Caules caryoph. a: gr. iij | Emetica et purg. 
Q ———— dulcis 656 Radices et folia. {| Fol. cort. cau!. et rad. Ieviter torrefact. a gr. AALV. Idem 
10 cypariflias 661 ad XLV. cum fucc. e:tr- 
paluftris 062 Eadem aér ficcat ct pulv. gre XViad XXIV. Vik emetic, 
12 ———— characi-s 662 | cum facchar. 3]: 7 bon. purg:- 

II. 1 Senna Italica Folia Infuf aq. a 3ij ad 3). Purgant. 
SENNE 2 Colutea arborefcens L 1045 Folia Ad 3} ad %i:j int in aq. ib ij. cum rad. fcroph. | Purgans opt. p 
{ubftituta. = fem. anif et coriand. aa paux. dof: Ziv. ter in die 

3 Coronilla émerus L 1046 Folia lis d- pportionib. tdem 
Folia fumm. | Siceata ab 3's ad 3jfs. pro X. aq. cum fyr. fl. ejufd. 3). Purgans 
4 Amygdalus perfica 1 676 Flor. Folior. recent. dupum. et antheim. 
autumna!. 3vj: pro 3fs: 

| Extract. a Dj. ad Anthelm. 
5 Fraxinus excelfior 1509 Folia 31j od syis. mt. aq. ad 3iy. Purg. communis 
6 Linum catharticum 4o1 Tota ad pro Diuretic nephr. 

— - eo — — 

Subftituenda 1 Gratiola officinalis Radix | A pr. xij. at XX. ad fummum. Purg. hydrag. 

Jalapae. Folia A xX ad Vir ada. purg: 
2 Mirabilis Jalapa L 254 Radix K+centia 3} ad 3iij- aq: inf- facchar: edule, emetic. 
in pow hydragog. 
Extr. gumm, a 9j ad LV. refin. a gr. xx: ad 3ij. Laxansct purgans | 
Hvdrag. 
Bcamo. Alep. -Convolvulus fepium L 2;8 Tota 'Extr fucci a gr. XV. ad 3fs- Hydrag. 
Minora 1 280 Cortex ad iv. aq 

purgantia 2 Momordica elaterium L 1434 Rad. frud, Rid, puly a gr xv ad 3fs Elater a gr, ij. ad 5j. Draftica 

| ¢ Bryonia alba L 1438 _ Radi Pauly. ad ai. ad pro decoét. et hydrago 
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ANTARUM noftratium remediis exoticis in praefenti tentamine fuffectarum, 
cum dofibus medicis. 


T 


LANTZ PLANT INDIGENZ| PLANT MODUS ET DOOSTS. VIRTUS. |NUMERUS 
*xoticae. cum phrafi botanica Linnaei. PARTES. MEDICA. %#GRORUM, 
1 Viola odorata L 1324 \adices Pulver. 4 Dij. ad Div. | Vomitiv. purg. 
2 Viola canina L 1324 Decoét. & 3j. ad iij. pro aq. 3iij. cum fyr. fiol. ejufd. | et aftring. 

I. Palv. a gr. RXXIV. ad AL. 
ACUANHE 3 Afarum Europaeum L 633 Radices et folia Infuf. vin, frig a 3) ad ij. ; Vomitiva ; 
ftituta. Fol. n.° j, ad iv.ad XiL imfuf ag. cum cianam. et purgantia 

4 Paris quadrifolia L 527 Radix Pulv. a 3j ad aj. cum. tart. itid. yg. J. emetica 
5 Euphorbia efula L 6¢0 
6 heliofcopia 653 Cortic. caul. et rad. fimal aceto correét. a gr AV. ad 
7 peplus 653 Cortices XL. adde crem. tart. A gr. XV. ad AX. cian. et | 
8 exigua 654 Cauies | caryoph. ai gr. uj | Emetica ct purg. 
9 dulcis 656 Radices et folia. j Fol. cort. cau!. et rad. leviter torrefact. a gr. NALV. Idem 
cyparifhas 641 ad cum fuce. c:tr 
—— paluftris 662 Eadem aér ficcat ct pulv. a gre XViad XXIV. Vix emetic, 
12 characi«s 662 cum facchar. 3]: bon. purg. 
II. 1 Senna Italica Folia Infuf aq. a 3ij ad 3). Purgant. 
ENNE 2 Colutea arborefcens L 1045 Folia Ad 3} ad Zicj inf} in aq. fb ij. cum rad. f{croph. Purgans opt. 
bftituta. fem. anif et cortand. aa paux- Ziv. ter in die 
3 Coronilla émerus L 1046 Folia lis d- pportionib. : Idem 
Folia fumm. | Siccata ub 3's ad 3jfs. pro X. aq. cum fyr. fl. ejufd. 3). Purgans 
4 Amygdalus perfica L 676 Flor. Folior. recent. dupium. : et antheim. 
autumna!. 3vj: pro 3fs- 
| Kxtraci. a Dj. ad jy. Anthelm. 
5 Fraxinus excelfior 1509 Folia od ims. aq. ad ‘Purg. communis 
6 Linum catharticum 4o1 | Tota 3 ij. ad pro int. Ziv. Diuretic. nephr. 
ftituenda | 1 Gratiola officinalis L 24 — Radix lA gr. xij. ad XX. ad fummum. Purg. bydrag. 
ilapae. : Folia A yr X.ad XXIV. | Vir ada. purg. 
2 Mirabilis Jalapa L 254 Nadix Kecentia a ad 3tij- aq: inf: facchar. eduic, cmctic. 
Dice: in poo hydragog. 
Extr. gumm, a 9j ad LV. refin. a gr. xx- ad Diy. Laxansct purgans 
Uydrag. 
M. Alep. ~Convolvulus fepium L 2;8- Tota 'Extr fucci a gr. XV. ad Hydrag. 
linora 1 Rhammus frangula 280. Costes ai. od 
rgantia L 1434 Rad. frug. puly agr xv ad 3fs Elater a gr, ij. ad Draftica 
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Tota ad pro int. 3iv. Diuretic nephr. @ 
Subftituenda 1. Grati | 
ratiola officinalis L 24 Radix A pr. xij, XX. ad fummum. 
Folia A or X.ad XXIV 
2 Mirabilis Jalapa L 254 Radix Vir add. purg. 
ecentia a 3)- ad 31ij- aq: inf: facchar. edulc, emetic. 
| Extr. gumm, a 9j ad IV. refin. a gr. xx- ad Dij. Laxanset purgans| 
Alep. | Convolvulus fepium L 2:8 - ‘ 
Tota Extr fucci a gr. XV. ad 3fs- Hydrag 
purgantia 2 Momordica elaterium L 1434 Rad. frué& 
4 Bryonia alba L 1438 ad, a gr xv ad 3fs Elater. a gr, ij. ad Dj. Draftica 
4 Veratrum album 1479 Sadie Pulv. a ad ij- a 3j. ad 3iij. fubf. pro decodt. et hydragog 
5 Helleborus niger L 783 Pulv- gr iij. fubft- gutt, aliq, infuf. 
6 viridis L 78 Radi 
foetidus 78 ad 3ij pro decoct: 
ammus catharti ~ 
Ill. 1 Salix alba L 1449 — 
INAKINAZ 2 fragilis L 1d. Febrif. peét. 
fubftitutae triandsia | a 3) ad ij extr- aquof. gr. xij- bis in die. pect. aftr 
4 /Efculus hippocaftanum L 448 Cortices 
5 padus L 677 in aq C B. 3j pro decoct. Febrifug- #4 
6 raxinus excelfior L 1509 Feb 
in decoét fol. ejufd- ebr. ton. aftringg 
ipinofa L 668 Pulv- pro decoct: coffeiformi. 
IV. 1 vulgare L 1148 Semina 
EMIN 2 Santolina chamaecypariffus L Bt | 
Tifa. dofib: et ead. modo ea c. fem: contr. Vermifug. 
quaedam remedia; 3 Boletus igniarius L 1645 Fungus a lic et Cancro 
4 Daphne mezereum L Radix 313} tb yj. dof. Ziy. ter in die A (tring, 
5 Orchis mafcula L 1338 
Salep Perf. 6 morio L 1333 
7 maculata L 13 Bulbi icc: in clib t ferv. ad RO 
latifolia L rate ulbi Siccantur in clibano et ferv. ad ufum, Analeptia 
9 militaris L 1333 
IO pyramidalis L 1332 | 
SARZAPARILLA | perficaria amphibia L 7 Radices Decoét. a 3ij- ad 3]. extract 4 gr. xv. ad 
VI 1 Arnica montana L 1246 rad. flor. inf extr: a 3: ad 3{s: 0 tat: ne | | 
additorum | et ftip. impr. Stipit 3j. ad 3ij. decoct. in aq. ib j- Antifcor 
ab opere laureato | 3 Ledum paluftre L 561 Omnes pl. partes | 3ij- ad pro decoét- Ib ij | 
4 arvenfis ‘et pa- Folia Manip. fs. in aq- fb ij ad decott. Antiven.et 
Glans quercina Glans Torrefact: coffe et fic fumpta, 
Phellandrium aquaticum L 366 Semina Pulv: 3}. ac 5iij, mane per plur. dies | 
Germanica L §5 Radix lifd. modo ct dof. ac irid. florent. Inid. flor. villi 


6 Linum catharticum 4or Tota ad pro int. Ziv. Diuretic. nephr. 
- 
b{tituenda 1 Gratiola officinalis L 24 Radix A pr. xij. ad XX- ad fummum. Purg. hydrag. VII 
alapae. ry | 
Mirabil; Folia A yr Awad Vir add. purg. VI 
2 Mirabilis Jalapa L 254 Radix Kecentia a 3j- ad 3iij- aq: facchar- edule, emetic. 
Pow hydragog. rf 
Extr. gumm, a 9j ad LV. refin. a gr. xx- ad Dij. Laxansct purgans | lit | 
M. Alep fepium L 2:8 Tota 'Extr fucci a gr. XV. ad Hydrag. Iv 
Minora 1 Rhammus frangula L 2% 4 
B 434 ad. fruct, Rad, pulv a gr xv ad 3fs Elater a gr, ij. ad 3). Dratftica 
4 Bryonia alba L 1438 Radix Date Di ad 
ulv. a Dj ad ij- a ad 3iij. fubf. pro decoét. et hvdrago 

4 album Radix Pulv- gr iij. fubft- gutt, aliq, infuf. 

telleborus niger L 783 

6 viridis L 784 Radices +t | 

foetidus L 783 an 

Rhammus catharticus L 279 Syrup: ab 3j ad Hydragog. 

Iii. 1 Salix alba L 1449 
NAKINAZ 2 — fragilis L 1443 Pule > 23 ii Febrif- pect. aftri. V 
ubftitutae triandria L 1442 | v a 3j ad ij extr- aquof. gr. x1j- bis in die. 

4 /Efculus hippocaftanum L 448 Cortices Pulv. 3:j- in aq C. B. 3} d 

5 Prunus padus L 677 ad Febrifug- XI 

6 Fraxinus excellior L 150 13°] in decoét fol. ejufd- sv} Febr. ton. aftring. XVIII 

7 Prunus {pinofa L 668 pro decott- ccfic.formi. Febrifug. Iv. 

SEMIN 2 Santolina chamaecypariffus L v1 lifd. dofib et ead. mod fem: contr. 

Contr. 3 Remedium regium De. Padices Vermifug. Innumeri 

V. Polvgala amara L 987 aq: pro 4 dofib. 3d. fyrap. 

Nova Atropa belladona 260 Folia fice. A_Dj. ad 3)- et ad exter applic. | med. 
sdam remedia| 3 Boletus igniarius L 1645 Fungus Externe applic. ad vafa apert. ef haemorrag. Aftring. : -.. 

4 L §°9 Radix Ziij. decoct. aq. tb vj- dof. Siv. ter in die Antivener. comm. Chis 
5 Orchis mafcula L 133 
Salep Perf. 6 morio L 1333 
1335 Bulbi Siccantur in clibano et ferv. ad ufum. Analepticae 
Jatiiolia 1334 | 
9 militaris L 1333 
10 pyramidalis L 1332 | 
1457 dices Decoét. 2 3ij- ad 3j. extradt: a gr. xv. ad 3fs. Diaphoretic 
| 2 Perficaria amphibia L 517 J: P Innumeri 
VI 1 Arnica montana L 1245 Bal. rad. flor. 3}. inf: extr: a 3j-ad 3fs- opiat: ad 31x: pro 2 dof. Antipyretic. 
PPENDIX 2 Solanum dulcamara L 264 Omnes plant. part}... Antifcorbut. 
additorum et ftip. impr- otipit. 3). ad 5ij. decoct. et anticachect. Nullam 
opere laureato | 3 Ledum paluftre re | i Omnes pl. partes | 3ij- ad 3fs pro decoct. Ib 1): Bechic. fedans adhuc proam 
4 Myofotis fcorpioides arvenfis ‘et pa-| Folia Manip. in aq: 1 ij- ad decodt, Antiven.etoptha-| —priam habell 

Glans quercina > Glans Torrefaét- modo coffe et fic fumpta, Aperitiv.et antifp.| {erie ex es 

© Phellandrium aquaticum L-366 Semina Pulv: 3}. ad 3iij. mane per plur. dies Febr.etdifcuten. | rientiam 
| 4 Iris Germanica L 55 Radix lifd. modo ct dof: ac irid. florent. Irid. flor. vires. 
8 Chenopodiam botrys 320 | Folia Man. f5. ad Tb ij. Bechic. incif. 


= 


Bryony 
4 Veratrum album 1479 Radix 
5 Helleborus niger L 783 
6 ———— viridis L 784 Radices 
foetidus L 783 
8 Rhammus catharticus L 279 Baccae 
Ill. 1 Salix alba L 1449 
KiNAKINAZ 2 — fragilis L 1443 
fubftitutae 3 triandria L 1442 
4 /¢f{culus hippocaftanum L 448 Cortices 
5 Prunus padus L 677 nee 
6 Fraxinus excelfior L 150 
4 Prunus fpinofa L 668 
| a 1 Tanacetum vulgare L 1148 Semina 
SEMIN 2 Santolina chamaecypariffus L t 179 
Contr. 3 Remedium regium Dz. Nouffer Radices 
V. t Polygala amara L 987 Radices 
Nova 2 Atropa belladona L 260 Folia fice. 
quaedam remedia; 3 Boletus igniarius L 1645 Fungus 
4 Daphne mezereum L 509 Radix 
5 Orchis mafcula L 1338 
Salep Perf. 6 morio L 1333 
7 maculata L 1335 Bulbi 
8 latifolia L 1334 
9 militaris L 1333 
10 — pyramidalis L 1332 
1 Humulus lupulus L 14 ; 
SARZAPARILLA | 2 Perficaria L madices 
VI 1 Arnica montana L 1245 Fol. rad. flor. 
APPENDIX 2 Solanum dulcamara L 264 Omnes plant. part 
additorum 


ab opere laureato 


3 Ledum paluftre L 56: 

4 Myofotis fcorpioides arvenfis ‘et pa- 
luftris 188. 

5 Glans quercina 

© Phellandrium aquaticum L 366 

| 4 Iris Germanica L 55 

| 8 Chenopodium botrys L 320 


et ftip. impr- 


Omnes pl. partes | 


Folia 
Glans 


Semina 
Radix 
Folia 


| 


BE FIO GAT PT, AI 
Pulv. a 5j ad ij- a 3j. ad 3iij. fubf. pro decoét. 


Pulv- gr iij. fubft- gutt, aliq, infuf. 


3j- ad 3ij pro decoct: 
Syrup: ab 3j ad 33) 


/Pulv a 3j ad ij extr- aquof. gr. xij- bis in die. 


Pulv, in aq C. B. 3j pro decoét- 
3). ad 3))- 

3°} in decoct fol. ejufd- 3vj. 

Pulv- pro decoct- coffeiformi. 


et hydragog 


Hydragog. 


Febrif. peét. attri. 


Febrifug- 
Febr. ton. aftring. 
Febrifug- 
Febrifug- 


lifd. dofib: et ead. modo ea c. fem: contr. 


Vermifug. 


decodt. aq: pro 4 dofib. add. fyrup. 


A_Dj. ad 3j- aq: et ad exter applic. 


Externe applic. ad vafa apert. et haemorrag. 
Ziij. decoct. aq. tb vj. dof. Ziv. ter in die 


Siccantur in clibano et ferv. ad ufum. 


antiphthifica 

Cancro med. 
Aftring. 

Antivener. 


Analepticae 


Deco&t. a 3ij. ad 3j. extra&t: a gr. xv. ad 3 fs. 


3}. inf extr- a 3j- ad 3{s- optat: ad 31x: pro 2 dof. 


Stipit 3j. ad 3ij. decodt. in aq. ib j- 


3ij- ad 3fs pro decott. Ib i): 
Manip. {s- in aq: ib i]: ad decoct. 


| Torrefacét: modo coffe et fic fumpta, 


Pulv- 3). ad 3iij. mane per plur. dies 
lifd. modo et dof. ac irid. florent, 


| Man. fs. ad Ib ij. decogt. 


To be placed after page 298.] 


Diaphoretic 


Antipyretic. 
Antifcorbut. 
et anticacheét. 
Bechic. fedans 
Antiven.et optha. 


Aperitiv-et antifp, 
Febr. et difcutien. 
Irid. flor. vireg. 


| Bechic. incif. 
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Pree | Pulv. a Dj ad ij. a 3j. ad 311). fubf. pro decoét. et hydragog 
4 Veratrum album 1479 Radix Pulv- gr iij. fubft- gutt, aliq, infuf. | 
5 Helleborus niger L 783 
6 ————-— viridis L 784 Radices 3j- ad 3ij pro decoct: 
7 ———— foetidus L 783 | 
8 Rhammus catharticus L 279 Baccae Syrup: ab 3) ad 31) Hydragog. 
Il. Salix alba L 1449 Febrif. peét. aftri. 
INAKINAZ | - — fragilis L 1443 'Pulv & 3] ad ij extr- aquof. gr. xij- bis in die. | 
ubftitutae 3 ———— trandria L 1442 | 
4 /Efculus hippocaftanum L 448 Cortices Pulv. in aq: C. B. 3) pro decoct: Febrifug- XI 
Prunus padus L 677 3): ad Febr. ton. aftring. XVIII 
6 Fraxinus excelfior L 1509 in decoét fol. ejufd- Febrifug- VIII 
7 Prunus {pinofa L 668 Pulv: 35] pro decoct- coffe.formi. Febrifug. IV" 
lV: Tanacetum vulgare L1148 | Semina = | 
EMIN 2 Santolina chamaecypariffus L 1179 | lifd. dofib: et ead. modo ea c. fem: contr. - Vermifug. — 
‘Contr. 3 Remedium regium Dz. Nouffer Radices 
V. Polvgala amara L 987 Radices aq: pro 4 dofib. add. fyrup. Antiphthifica XII 
Nova 2 Atropa belladona L 260 Folia fice. A_ Dj. ad 3j- aq: inf: et ad exter applic. Cancro med. 
am remedia; 3 Boletus igniarius L 1645 Fungus Externe applic. ad vafa apert. et haemorrag. | Aftring. . 
4 Daphne mezereum L 509 Radix — 5iij}- decoct. aq. tb vj. dof. Ziv. ter in die Antivener. comm. Chis 
Orchis mafcula L 1338 
alep Perf. 6 morio L 1333 | 
7 maculata L 1335 Bulbi Siccantur in clibano et ferv. ad ufum, Analepticae 
8 latifolia L 1334 
9 militaris L 1333 | 
IO pyramidalis L 1332 | 
SZAPARILLA | 4 perficaria a mphibia yi Radices Decoét. a 3ij. ad 3j. extract: a gr. xv. ad 3fs, Diaphoretic Innumeri 
VI 1 Arnica montana L 1246 Fol. rad. flor. 3j. inf: extr: a 3j- ad Z{s. opiat: ad 31x pro 2 dof. Antipyretic. 
\PPEN DIX 2 Solanum dulcamara L 264 Omnes plant Antifcorbut. 
| et ftip. impr: Stipit. 3j. ad 3ij. decoct aq. Ib 
ypere laureato | 3 Ledum paluftre L 561 Omnes pl. partes | 3ij- ad 3fs: pro decoct- Ib 1): Bechic. fedans adiuc pro 
4 Myofotis fcorpioides arvenfis ‘et pa- Folia Manip. fs- in aq; ij- ad decott. Antiven.etoptha-| priam habe 
luftris i. 188. mus hac i 
5 Glans quercina Glans Torrefact modo coffe et fic fumpta, Aperitiv.et antifp, {erie expe 
© Phellandrium aquaticum L 366 Semina Pulv- 3). acl 3iij. mane per plur. dies Febr.etdifcutien.| rjentiam 
| 7 Iris Germanica L 55 Radix lifd. modo ct dof. ac irid. florent, Irid. flor. vires. 
| 8 Chenopodium botrys L 320 | Folia | Man. fs. ad ib ij. decoct. | Bechic. incif. 


[To be placed after page 298. | 
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Medical Obfervatioiis. 


i. 
, Obfervations on the extirpation of a Cancerous 
2 Ulcer in the lower Lip. By Mr William Deas, 
Surgeon to the united Hofpitals of St Nicholas 
" and St Catherine, Dublin, communicated to Dr 
Duncan. 


a 


HN all our treatifes on the operations of furge- 

ry, we are direéted, after the removal of 
cancerous ulcers or excrefcences in the lips, to 
retain the divided parts in contact by means of 
the twifted future. This method | have always 
experienced to be attended with fo many pain« 
ful inconvenierccies, that | determ:ncd to try if a 
fingle point of the interrupted future, fupported 
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by flips of fticking plafter and the uniting ban- 
dage, might not be fubftituted with fuperior ad- 
vantages; and, from many repeated inftances, 
1 am now convinced it may. Ofthefe the follow- 
Ing is one. 

September 2. 1777. A thin healthy looking 
old woman, aged fixty, came from the country 
to be received into the united hofpitals. She 
had a cancerous ulcer, which occupied near three 
parts of the lower lip, furrounded with confide- 
rable hardnefS. Jt rofe, in feven months, from 
a finall pimple, which appeared near the left 
angle of the lip, to its prelent condition. The 
fubinaxillary glands being perfectly difengaged, 
and there appearing no circurnitance in her cale 
to forbid the operation, it was performed with- 
out any particular occurrence, only taking care 
to make the lower angle, A, as acute B 
as peflible. ‘The divided parts being 
brought together, a fimple fitch was 
put at B, and another at C. Thofe A 
were fupported with flips of {ticking 
plafter, large compreffes on the cheeks, and a pret- 
ty broad uniting bandage, all fo placed as to coun- 


teract the retraction of the mufcles, The ufual regi- 
men in fuch cafes, and abfointe filence, were en- 
joined, 
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joined. The third day the bandage and com- 
prefics were renewed, and the fourth the wound 
was infpected. Above, the parts were perfectly 
united ; but lower down there was a flight fup- 
puration, particularly on the points of the future. 
A finall pledgit of dry lint, with the uniting flips 
of plafter and bandage, conftituted the whole 
drefling. Her bowels were kept free by a gen- 
tle laxatives, and after the fourth day fhe took 
occafionally a decoction of bark. Fourteen days 
from the operation, the parts were firmly united, 
and nothing appeared but a fimple line of cica- 


trization ; and, although her mouth was but 
{mall, it looked by no means difagreeable, or at- 


tended with any inconvenience, After having 


an iffue opened in her arm, fhe was difcharged 
the hofpital perfectly well. 


If we contraft this mode of treatment with 


that where the divided parts are, as it were, 
fufpended on three needles, with waxed threads 
twifted round them, which pinch and contufe the 
parts engaged, conftantly irritating the mufcles 
to retractions, and rendering the application of 
dreflings, bandages, &c. extremely painful ; and 
all this in patients whofe vitiated habit of body 
fhould deter our giving the leaft unneceflary ir- 
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ritation, I make no doubt there are few furs 
geons will hefitate an inftant, either in this cafe, 
or in that of the hare-lip, which to adopt ; the 
one being eafy, fafe, and expeditious, in compa- 
rifon to the other, which is painfully complex 
and tedious. 

But, in all cancerous cafes, previous to the un- 
dertaking any operation, I am of opinion the ex- 
tract or juice of hemlock, notwithftanding its 
prefent low repute, fhould be firft tried. And 
I have feen fome inftances where, in real can- 
cerous cafes, it fucceeded, contrary to all ex- 
pectation. 


II. 
The Hiftory of a Cafe of obftinate Obftipatio, de- 


pending on a ftricture of the Rectum, communi- 
cated to Dr Duncan, by Mr Edward John. 
ftone, Student of Medicine at Edinburgh. 


M AY 3. 1777. My father, Dr John- 


{tone of Kidderminfter, was called to 
vifit Mrs Wright, a large made corpulent wo- 
man, about forty years old, and who believed 
herfelf in the fifth or fixth month of her preg- 

nancy. 
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nancy. She was generally difpofed to coftives 
nefs, and moft of all when pregnant. 


On the 23d of April preceding fhe took an ounce 
of Glauber’s falts to remove a fwelling with inflam- 
mation in the lower pirt of her thigh. She was 
both vomited and purged by this medicine. The 
{welling went off, but from this time fhe had no 
evacuation by ftool; and every effort of art to 
procure the evacuation, however powerfully 
directed by my father, and my brother, Dr 
Johnftone of Worcefter, proved abortive. 


She took, for the fpace of four weeks, purga- 
tives of every clafs, and in all kinds of dofes; 


and, though they generally remained many hours 
in her body before they were vomited up, they 
were in no inftance effectual. 


Befides ftimulating and oily glyfters, tobacco, 
in fume and decoction, was inje€ted; and the 
decoétion was alfo, among other purgatives, ta- 
ken by the mouth. 


Glyfters of warm water were daily adminifter. 
ed, the patient was repeatedly put into the warm 
bath, and alfo had cold water repeatedly dafhed 
upon her limbs and body. She underwent all 

thefe 
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thefe operations, though ineffectual, with refolu- 
tion and patience. 


She took three pounds of argentum vivum 
ten days before her death, and was feveral times 
ifter this jumbled in a poft-chaife, in order to 
direct the momentum of the mercury to the part 
affected. She had fometimes an opiate ; her 
belly was bliftered ; but no paffage having been 
at any time procured, fhe died on the 29th of 
May; having had, for fome days before her 
death, unufual fevere pain in her left loin, about 
the figmoid flexure of the colon, with funk eyes, 
tumid belly, hiccup, and cold {weats. 


Her diet, during the whole of her illnefs, con- 
fifted of thin brothes, gruel, panada, barley wa- 
ter, checfe whey, wine whey, and fometimes cold 
water with toafted bread in it. 


Her body was opened the next day after her 
death. I was prefent, and obferved the inteftines, 
both great and finall, to be enormoufly {welled 
with flatus and other contents, the colon as thick 
as the thigh ordinarily is, the fmall inteftines in 
proportion; only the ftomach and duodenum 
were not fwelied in equal degree with the other 
inteflines, but lay confined and buried under 


them. 
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The obftruction which had occafioned the pa- 
tient’s illnefs and death, was difcovered in the 
upper part of the rectum. It was a ftricture 


which as compleatly clofed the paffage into the 
inferior part of the re€tum as if it had been tied 


by a pack-thread. A kind of morbid ligament, 
fermed in the re&tum, caufed this ftri€ture. As 
far as this the inteftines were prodigioufly {wel- 
led ; and a mortification having entered the fub- 


{tance and coats of the colon adjoining to the 
{tricture, it burft and let out the faeces ; but no 


quickfilver was obferved to come with them, or 


was found in any of the adjacent parts of the 
colon. 


The obftruation in the rectum was found im- 
pervious ; but after it was cut out, my father 
forced one of his fingers through it by dilatation. 


The lower part of the rectum was quite 
blanched, like wafhed tripe, by the repeated gly- 
{ters which had been daily thrown in. 


This was a cafe in which quick-filver was as 
likely to have been ufeful as that remedy can be 
in any cafe of obftructed bowels; yet we find 
that, though aided by the motion of the body in 
a carriage, it had not, either by its weight or 
momentum, defcended to the part affected. | 
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I believe every thing was tried which could 
promife the leaft relief; but, were any fimilar 
cafe, in which the obflrudtion lay in the rectum, 
to happen, poflibly a waxen bougée, or polifhed 
whale-bone, might be introduced with advantage, 
and afford a profpect of opening the obftruétion, 
when glyfters and other means were found inef- 
fectual. But I fubmit this propofition only to 
fuch practitioners as never find a fubject for ri- | 
dicule in any thing, however new and unufual; 
which may leffen the lilt of incurable difeafes. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe in which there occurred a 
very uncommon presentation of a Child, to whofe 


Neck there was attached a Tumour nearly about 
the fize of the Chila’s Head. By Mr John 


Gardner Surgeon at Betley, Staffordfhire, com: 
municated to Dr Duncan. 


attacked with labour pains about feven in the 


y B h, aged 20, of a good con: 
ftitution, and well-formed pelvis, was 


n.orning. At nine I came to her, and, upon in- 
quirys 
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quiry, found that the waters had broke about an 
hour before. Her pains were then exceedingly 


weak, and, upon examination, | found the os 
uteri compleatly dilated, but a very extraordinary 
kind of prefentation ; the hand and arm lay un- 
der the body, which was forced very low into 
the pelvis, and the point of the other fhoulder 
was diftinctly to be felt upwards, whilft, at the 
faine time, the infertion of the funis umbilicalis 
into the belly was plainly to be felt near to the os 
externum. From this fituation of the child, I 
was of opinion that it lay direétly acrofs the pel- 
vis, and that there was no other remedy than the 
turning of the child. But, as the woman’s pains 
increafed, and fhe was very timorous, and find- 
ing, from the hand and arm of the child, it was 
very {mall, [ was difpofed to wait the efforts of 
nature for fome little time, thinking it poffible 
for the head of the child to follow the fhoulder, 
which I once found to be the cafe ina child 
much larger than this. But, after waiting fome 
time, and finding it gained no advantage, I told 
the woman and her friends the nature of the 
cafe, and if fhe would confent to the turning of 
the child, doubted not but fhe would do very 
well, ‘The woman reluctantly gave her confenr, 
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and I then began the operation, by making an 
atteinpt to raife the body of the child ; but not 
fucceeding, I endeavoured to pafs my hand gent- 
ly up into the uterus to fearch for the feet, and 
to my furprife found one foot lying dire@ly acrofs 
the fide, and the heel turned downwards. With — 
great difficulty I laid hold of the foot, and 
brought it down, and then pafled a ligature 
round the ancle. Having gained this advan- 
tage, 1 let the woman reft; and, as the leg lay 
dire€tly acrofs the body, I began to fufpeét that 
there muft be two children. I was, however, 
determined to take every advantage from that 
leg. But, after many fruitlefs attempts to bring 
the child lower, which did not fucceed, I paffed 
my hand under that leg up into the uterus, found 
another knee, and with fome difficulty got hold 
of that leg. Finding this leg much larger than 
the other, I concluded they were two legs of dif- 


ferent children. 


The woman’s pains increafing then very much, 
forced the child down very faft, till it came as 
far as the hips. I was then convinced, although 
there was evidently fuch a difference in the fize 
of the legs, that they belonged to one child. 


After it had advanced below the navel, it there 
| {topped ; 
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{topped ; and, as I found the child muft have 
been dead fome time, the cuticle ftripping all off 
with what little force 1 ufed, I was fearful, from 
the great refiftance 1 then met with, that I fhould 
pull the body from the head, and leave the head 4 
in the pelvis. I wrapped a cloath round the bo- ; 
dy, and gradually pulled, at the fame time alter- 
nately raifed the body upwards, and moved it 
downwards, Finding I gained fome little ad- 
vantage, I perfevered till I came tothe fhoulders ; 
then cleared both the arms. After this I pafled 
| my finger into the child’s mouth, and here found 
ereater refiftance than ever. At length I over- 
came it, and, to my great furprife, found a large 
tumour growing behind the head, of nearly the 
fame fize with the head. 


The origin of this tumour was exaétly at the 
lambdoidal future, and it hung by a ftalk of about 
/\ half an inch long, and two inches in circumfe- : 
rence, and then immediately enlarged to the fize 7 
of the child’s head, The external covering of 
this tumour was very red, and exceedingly vaf- l 
cular, but had no hair uponit : ‘lhe integuments , 
were very thick, and it evidently contained a 
fluid. As! coul! not prevail upon the friends to 
let me have the foctus, 1 was determined to exa- 


mine 
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mine the contents of the tumour, to which they 


reluctantly gave confent. I divided the integue ii 
ments near to the bafis of the tumour, and found 
that it contained about a pound of thin blood of 4 
a very black colour, and fomewhat foetid. There 3 
was alfo blended with it a large portion of the a 
meduilary fubftance of the brain ; but I am dif- 3 


poled to think, that the brain was not a part pe- 
culiar to the tumour, but that the dura mater 
was become putrid, and by that means fuffered 
a part of the brain to pafs into the preternatural 
tumour, and fo it came to be mixed with the 
inclofed fluid. The lower part of the back look- 
ed exceedingly livid, and the lumbar proceffes 
of the {pine were much bent inwards and broke, 
It feemed that this part of the child had fuffer- 
ed fome viclent injury, fo as to be the caufe of 
its death, which, from the age of the foetus, and 
the appearance of putrefaction, muft have hap- 
pened at leaft one month before delivery. Up- 
on afking the woman if fhe had received any 
injury during her pregnancy, fhe informed me 
that fhe had received a violent blow upon her 
belly, about two months before, falling down 
upon the edge of a large cloaths bafket. 


Upon, 
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' Upon the whole, the hiftory of the cafe muft ap- 
pear fingular, when we confider that the prefenta- 
tion of the child was fuch as, I believe, has never 
been defcribed by any profeflor of midwifery. 
A point of one fhoulder, the hand, arm, and 
fhoulder of the other fide, the infertion of the funis 
umbilicalis, and one leg lying acrofs the fide, w-re 
all.to be diftingtly felt at once. The leg that was 
firft difcovered was bent, and turned quite up- 
wards from the knee; fo that the fituation of it 
had impeded the circulation of blood into that 


limb, and occafioned that leg and foot to be fo 
much lefs than the other. ) 


iV. 


Obfervations on the internal ufe of the Vitriolum 
Album, in a Cafe of Epilep/y. and in Diarrhoea. 
By Mr James Johnfon Surgeon in Lancafter, 
Communicated to Dr Duncan. 


Young woman, inthe 24th year of her 
A age, who had been afflicted with epilepfy 


for near the {pace of three ycars, applied to me al 
about the end of March 1776, 
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At firft her fits returned only after intervals 
of about fix weeks, and then they were not very 
fevere. But, by degrecs, they returned at fhort- 
er intervals, till fhe had one every fortnight ; and 


they had, at the fame time, become much more 
fevere. 


Before fhe came under my care fhe had taken 
feveral medicines, particularly valeriana, ruta, 
and pxonia, but without any mitigation of her 
affection. I had, at firft, thoughts of trying the 
flores zinci. But, in imitation of the treatment 
which I had feen followed by Dr William Saun- 
ders of Guy’s hofpital, and in confequence of the 
recommendation which he gives in his lectures 
of employing the white vitriol in preference to 
the zinc, [ determined on the ufe of that medi- 
cine. I accordingly began with the ufe of the 
white vitriol about the firft of April, and conti- 
nued it tii about the middle of October. She 
at firft took five grains twice a-day ; but the dofe 
Was gradually increafed till at length fhe took 
twelve. She continued tiis medicine uniformly 
from the time that fhe began it, ufing it without 
any interruption even during the flow of the 
menfes. Jt had no fenfible operation, excepting 
that now and then it produced a flight degree of 
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tnaufea fora few mornings after the dofe had 
‘been increafed. 


After fhe began this medicine, fhe had three or 
four fits at about the diftance of ten days from each 
other; and thefe were more fevere than ay to 
which fhe had before been fubjected. After 
this fhe had frequently the fymptoms of an ap- 
proaching fit, but had no real fit for the fpace 
of two months. After this fhe had one fit, which 
was very fevere ; but, fince that, fhe has conti- 
nued for the {pace of twelve months without any 
return. Before fhe began this medicine, fhe 
was told that it was only by perfevering in the 
ufe of it for a confiderable length of time, that 
fhe could expect any benefit. Yet I hardly ex- 
pected that, even from fuch continuance, in the 
event, it would have been fo fuccefsful. 


Befides the prefent cafe, I have given the white 


- vitriol in fome other cafes of epilepfy, which in- 


deed were flighter. In th fe aifo it has been 
employed with fuccefs. Andl cannot help think. 
ing that it will fucceed in moft cafes, if it be per- 
filled in for a fufficient length of time. But, 
without proper perfeverance, nothing is to be 
expected, 
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I have alfo given the vitriolum album in forme 
inftances of diarrhoea. And If have found it to 
fucceed, after I had ufed the ipecacuanha in larg~ 
and fmall dofes, rhubarb, terra Japonica, and o- 
ther aftringents, to no purpofe. 


V. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe in which the Bones of a Foes 
tus were difcharged by ftcl, and from which 
the patient afterwards recovered. By Mr 
John Smith Surgeon in Uppingham, Rutland- 
fiire, communicated to Dr Duncan. 


ONN KERBEY’s wife, of Wakerly in the 

county of Northampton, aged 26 years, of 
a {trong healthy conftitution when in fervice, fent 
for me the 2d December 1773, and gave me the 
following account of her cafe. She had been 
married four years, had enjoyed a good ftate of 
health till October 1771, when not menftruating 
as ufual, fhe from thence fufpected herfelf to be 
with child. During the nine months, fhe en- 


joyed fuch a ftate of heaith as pregnant women 
co, but was particularly coftive. In June 1772, 


fhe 
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ihe was feized with labour-pains, which continued 
regular and ftrong for eght or ten days. the 
midwife not finding the child bear down as might 
have reafonably been expected, fhe and the 
bours concluded that it was either a colic or cal- 
culous compiaint. ‘'he eighth day after her firft 
feizure, the overfeers of the parifh fent for Mr 
Larrat, a man-midwite. When -he had exami- 
ned by the touch in the vagina, he gave it as his 
opinion, there was nothing to be done at that 
time, but to procure the woman fleep. He gave 
her fome anodyne medicines, which had the de- 
fired effect, As foon as that was over, her pains 
returned, The furgeon was fent for again; up- 
on his examining her, he acquainted the women 


there was a child to be brought into tue world, 
but he. could do nothing but repcat his medi- 
cines. I have fince talked to him in regard to 
the woman *s cafe. He affured me that fhe had 
no. bearing down pains when he was with her ; 
that the os tincae was not dilated ; ; and that he 
did not examine by the anus. 


From June to December following, fhe had 
an extreme bad ftate of health. She was feldom 
or never free from pain, particularly when fhe 
made water, or had a fiool, During that fix 

% 2 months, 


months, fhe feldom had a ‘ftool above once a 
week. In December 1772, fhe applied to-a 
practitioner, who gave it as his opinion, that her 
cafe was dropfical, and ordered. for her fome 
{trong purging medicines. Soon after the ope- 
ration of thofe medicines, fhe had a large dif- 
charge of bioody matter by the anus. She got 
much better, and did the bufinefs of her houfe. 
June 1773, fhe had a difcharge of blood, -which 
came away by the anus, about the fame quanti- 
ty that fhe ufed to have formerly at the menftru- 
al period, and it continued four days. Septem- 
ber foilowing, fhe was feized with ra. king pain 
in the re€tum ; her pain wes fo violent, and her 
crics fo loud, that they brought her neighbours 
to her affiftance. One of the neighbours, with 
her finger, found very low down in the redum 
a large ragged bone, but fo faft that fhe could 
not extraé& it. But her pain increafing very 
much, fhe herfelf laid hold of the bone with her 
finger and thumb, and dragged it out. In bring. 
ing it away, fhe lacerated the rectun, which oc- 
cafioned fo great an effufion of blood, that all 
the women about her thought fhe would have 
expired immediately. The bone proved to be 
the os bregmatis, with the hairy fcalp upon it, 
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the fize of it equal to that of a child born at 
the full time. 


Since that time fhe has pafled by the anus a 


great many bones, which have come away one by © 


one, and occafioned very fevere pains for fome 


days before fhe has been able to extract them; © 


and fhe has generally loft a quantity of blood after 
each. She gave me the bones which had come 
from her, to the amount of fifty-fix, which are 
not fo carious as might be expected, all of which 
I have in my poffeflion, many of them very di- 
{tinét, particularly the os bregmatis, two tempo- 
ral, two femoral, two tibia’s, two fibula’s, two in- 
nominata, four lower vertebrae, three ribs, and 
many of the bones of the fect. I have mention- 
ed all the bones I received from her that are di- 
ftinct. I conclude the child prefented head and 
feet. -For fome time before | faw her fhe had 
not had a {tool by the anus; but once in four 
or five days fhe had brought out of the vagina, 
with ber finger, fome hard foeculent matter. 
She was wafted in her flefh, her fpirits much de- 
jected, her pulfe low, and fhe informed me that 
fhe had vomited up feveral large round worms 
within the {pace of a few weeks before I faw her. 
After hearing her own account of her cafi, fee- 
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ing all the bones, and examining her neighbours, 
who cert:fied that the above was truth, having 
defired that three or four of the women would 
ftay in the room, I placed my patient upon a 
bed, in a proper pofture for examining her; I 
introduced the fore-finger of my right hand into 
the vagina, where I plainly found a large bone. 
Stretching my finger higher up, | found an ori- 
fice communicating into the rectum. I then in- 
troduced the fore-finger of my left hand into the 
rectum, where I found the other half of the bone; 
and, moving gently firft the finger in the rec- 


| tum, and then the finger in the vagina, I found 
that Icoula prefs the bone into either paffage. 


if 


In the rectum I found a great vacancy. With- 
drawing my fingers, I told the woman and her 
friends that I would give her fome medicines 
which would relieve her froin pain. An ano- 
dyne mixture was ordered, and an injection to 
be thrown up into both pafflages, which would 
cleanfe them, and affift in diflodging the bones. 
I defired that fhe might live upon a comfortable 
diet, and that two or three times a-day fhe fhould 
take a glafstul or two of white wine. Next day 
communicated the cafeto Armftrong 
of Oakeham, Dottor Alderfhaw of Stamford, 


and 
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and Mr Larrat of Uppingham, and defired them 
to meet me the firft opportunity at the woman’s 
houle. 


Thefe gentlemen, accordingly, met me on the 


6th of December, and found matters in the ftate 


in which I have now defcribed them. It was a- 
greed that fhe fhould continue on the ufe of the 
anodyne mixture,, that fhe fhould have repeated 
emollient. injections, and ufe comfortable food, 
taking, from time to time, a little wine. By thefe 
medicines, together with fome other cordials, 
which were occafionally ufed, her complaints 
were, in many refpects, confiderably alleviated. 
But, from the beginning of December 1773, till 
the end of March 1774, fhe continued, from time 
to time, to difcharge, by fiool, either entire bones, 
or fragments of bones. On the 2oth of that 
month, fhe produced to me three bones which 
fhe had brought away by the anus, with the af- 
fiftance of her finger and thumb. One of thefe 
was the half oi the os frontis, and the other two 
were parts of the os occipitis divided at the fu- 
turcs. Vhe edees were finooth, but the bones 


_. themfelves were of a remarkable firin texture, 


After this fhe gradually recovered ftrengt) and 
vigour. She ftill, indeed, continued to dilcbarge 
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fome bones, but they were fo thin and rotten, that, 

, upon feparating them from the excrement, they 
generally crumbled to pieces; and they came a- 
way without any pain. By the middle of April . 
fhe was able to go to church and market, and to 
do the bufinefs of her famtly, And, on the firft 

| of May, I found her enjoying a ftate of perfe& 

health, and in great hopes that all the bones were 


come away. But excrementitious matter conti- 
nued to be difcharged by the vagina as well as 
by the rectum, 


SECT. 
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Thomas Clarke, of whom we made 


mention, in a former number, as having 
been appointed fuperintendent of the botanical 
garden which has lately been eftablifhed by the 
governor and council of the ifland of Jamaica, 
with the view of introducing into the Weft-India 
iflands the moft ufeful vegetable produtions of 
other climates, has tranfmitted te Dr Duncan the 
following obfervations on the temperature and 


weight of the atmofphere in the ifland in which 
he is fituated. 


The obfervations were made in the mountains 
of Liguance, nearly 800 feet above the level of 


Kingfton 
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Kingfton harbour. The barometer and thermo- 
meter are fufpended in the open air, undera 
piazza, in a fouth expofure, perfectly well fhaded. 
Seven in the morning and two in the afternoon 
were the hours at which the inftruments were 


pundctually and narrowly examined every day. 


July. Bar. Ther. 
Morning, greateft height of 
in the 28.8 a7 
leat - 28.6: 70 
Medium - - - 287 73 
Evening, higheft of the x 28.8 91 


Loweft - 28.6% 79 


Medium - 28.7 843 


Bar. Ther. 
Higheft of x for the 
month 28.8 91 
Loweft - 
Medium - - 28.7 802 | 
July 12. at half paft two P. M. the thermometer 


rofe to 92, and at three again pointed to 91, as 
at the hour of obfervation. 


Augutt, Bar. ‘Ther. 


Morni:.g, greateft height of % 28.73 80 
Leait - 28.6; 7I 


Evening, 
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Bar. Ther. 

Evening higheft - - 287: 89 
Loweft - 28.6 73 
Medium - 28.6; 845 

Bar. Ther. 

Higheft of x forthe month 28.73 8g 

Loweft 28.6 71 

Medium s+ - 28.6: 79 

September. Bar. Ther. 

Morning, higheft of x in the 28.7: 75% 
Loweit - - 286 71 
Medium 28.6: 73% 

Evening higheit - - 28.7; 86 
Loweft - - 28.5% 72 
Medium - - 28.6; 8&1 

Higheft of % for the month 28.7; 86 

Lowett - - - 28.6 71 


| Mr Chriftopher Seton, Surgeon at St An- 
drew’s, ina letter to Dr Duncan, informs him 


that he had extirpated, with fuccefs, from the 
neck of a female patient, a glandular tumour of 
an 
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an enormous fize, fituated fomewhat behind and 
below the ear. For the-removal of this tumour, 
at different periods of its progrefs, a great vari- 
ety of remedies'had becn tried without effec. 
Before extirpation, there were fuch morbid ap- 
pearances as gave indications that it would foon 
have degenerated into an open cancer, and thus, 
in all probability, proved fatal to the patient, 
But, notwithftanding this, and although a confi- 
derable haemorrhage attended the operation, yet 
the patient had a fpeedy and compleat recovery. 
Such inftances ought to encourage the ufe of 
the knife, even at late periods of cancerous tu-. 
mours; where, in the beginning, operation has 
either been thought inadvifeable, or would not 
be fubmitted to on the part of the patient. — 


* ¥ 


The following account of the efficacy of the 
Gallium Aparine, or Goofe-grafs, in different cu- 
taneous affections, is extracted from a letter which 
has lately been communicated to the public. 


& Tom’s maiter, Mr Emblin, at Bow, inform- 
ed me, that he was perfectly cured of a violent 
fcorbutic comp.aint, which had afli€ted him feve- 
ral years, notwituilanding he had taken Mare- 

dant’s 
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dant’s drops, other noftrums, and fea-water, by 
drinking a tea-cup-full of the frefh expreffed juice 
of Goofe-grafs ten fucceflive mornings. 


That, being agreeably furprifed at his own ex- 
traordinary cure, he adminiftered the fame me- 
dicine to feveral of his boys who were affected 
with fcorbutic humours, one of them remark- 
ably and feverely; and they were cured every 
one. 


That a perfon in Bow had been afflicted feve- 
tal months with a violent pain in the tendons of 
his heels, which communicated all up the hind 
part of his legs, and was attended with a great 
cepreflion of fpirits. He was under the care of 
an eminent apothecary, who treated his com- 
plaint as rheumatic, without giving him any re- 
lief. Early laft fpring, having heard of the cures 
Mr Emblin had made of himfelf and his f{cholars, 
by taking the juice of Goofe-grafs, he had the 
young plants gathered, and ufed them as tea; 
but, fo foon as they were big enough to furnifh a 
proper quantity of juice, he took a tea-cupful ten 
mornings, and is fo far recovered, that he feels 


nothing of his complaint, unlefs after fevere or 
long exercife. 


Mr 
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Mr Emblin having related to me his own 
cafe, as well as feveral- others which had fallen 
under his obfervation, as my face was, at that 
time, very fore, I took this fimple ealy draught 
ten mornings, and, I praife God, aim perfectly well 
recovered, 

Thofe proofs of the extraordinary powers of 
this innocent taftelefs herb, I think, are fufficient 
to awaken the attention of every perfon who fhait 
hear of them; wherefore, I repeat my requeft, 
that you’ll make them public as foon as poflible. 
Perhaps fome gentlemen, witofe province it is to 
care for the health of Britifh fearmen, may take 
notice of it, and recommend its trial to the facul- 
ty; and, if it fhall be found to retain its fanative 
quality, when boiled and preferved in bottles, 
what a valuabie acquifition will it prove!” 


On the 1oth of January 1778, Sir Charles 
Linnaeus, a man whofe character, both as a phi- 


lofopher and phyfician, ftands too high in the e- 
fteem of the learned world for us to detain our 
readers with any encomium on it, died at Upfal, 
after a long and painful diforder. ‘Vhe difeafe 
which proved fatal to this illuftrious man, who, 

in 
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in the line of natural hiftory in particular, has 
enlightened all Europe, was an ulceration of the 
urinary bladder. During this diforder he was 
attended by Profeffor Ziervogel, Sidren, Linnae- 
us junior, anda favourite pupil of his, Dr Rothe- 
ram, the fon of a phyfician of eminence at New- 
caftle, But the difeafe, to which he fell a victim, 
was not to be refilted by the art which he pro- 
feffed. And, to his friends and admirers, it now 
only remains to pay the due tribute of regard to 


his memory. 


The feverity, however, even of his laff illnefs 
did not interrupt the ardour of his f{cientifical 
purfuits. And, to the fruits of his labours, which 
the world already enjoy, future additions ftill re- 
main to be made. Before his death he had fi- 
nifhed the great-ft part of the Mant‘fla Tertia. 
And, we are told, that his fon, who has already 
given feveral fpecimens of his tafte for botany, 
and other branches of natural hiftory, labours 
hard in compleating this work. After this, we 
are informed, that he intends to publifh a large 
collection of plants which his father had lately re- 
ceived from the Cape of Good Hope, trom Mu- 
tis in Mexico, from Koenig in India, and feve- 
ral other places. Thefe, added to the ineftimable 

Vou. V. No. 19. Yy works 
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works which he has already publifhed, will be 
the moft lafling monuments of a man, who, in 
the eyes of pofterity, mult be confidered not only 
as a glory to his country, but as an ornament to 
the age in which he lived. 


ilis cotemporaries, however, and furviving 
fricnds, have not been negletful in paying due 
marks of refpeé& to his memory. At Upfal, a 
seneral mourning took place on the death of the 
man whofe induftry and genius had promoted 
the intereft, and exalted the reputaticn of that 
feminary of literature to the higheft pitch. His 
funeral proceffion was attended by the whole uni- 
verfity, as well profeffors as ftudents; and the 
pall was fupported by fixteen doctors of medicine, 
all cf whom were his own pupils. And there 
can be no doubt, that other marks of refpect 
will be paid to him, not only there, but in every 
other place where there fubfifts a zeal for the 
cultivation of fcience, and a due fenfe of grati- 
tude to thofe who have moft effentially promoted 
it. 

At Edinburgh, Dr Hope, Profeffor of Botany, 
on opening his courfe of lectures for the prefent 
fummoer, delivered a difcourfe in honour of this 
great matter of the fcience which he has there 
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cultivated with fo much affiduity and fuccefs. 
And, at the fame time, in prefence of the ftu- 


dents, he laid the foundation-ftone of a monu- 


ment to be erected to his memory in the botani- 
cal garden at that place. While this monument 
cannot fail to fuggeft the merits of Linnaeus to 
the ftudents, it will alfo bea mark of refpeé to 
his memory from one of his greateft and moft 
fincere admirers. 


As compilers of this work, it would have gi- 
ven us great fatisfaction had we been now able 
to prefent to our readers an account of the life 
and writings of this illuftrious man. But this 
defect, we hope, we fhall be able to fupply ina 
more correct manner, on fome future occafion. 


The prize medal propofed by the /Efculapian 
Society of Edinburgh, for the beft eflay on the 
means of diftinguifhing pus from mucus, was, at 
their meeting on the firft Friday of March, ad- 
judged to a differtation, to which was prefixed the 
following motto: 


Infignemque meo capiti petere inde coronam, 
Unde prius nulli velarint tempora doéti. 


| Upon 


ome? 
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Upon opening the letter marked with the fame 
lines which accompanied this differtation, it ap- 
peared to be written by Mr Charles Darwin, ftu- 
nent of med.cine from Litchfield. 


This eflay confilted of three parts. The firft 
part gave a concife, yet diftin& view of the dif- 
ferent tefts which have been propofed by prac- 
tical authors for difltinguifhing pus from mucus, 
as difcharged by expectoration, from the days of 
Hippocrates to rhe prefent time. And, after men- 
tioning each, the author pointed out, with no lefs 
judgment than ingenuity, the fallacy to which it 
was liabie, and expiained the circumitances from 
wiiich that fallacy arole. 


The fecond part confifted of a particular de- 
tail of about forty experiments, made principa!ly 
by the uuxture of pus and mucus with faline fub- 
{tances. ‘The pus and mucus were ufed either 
in their pure ftate, as artificially mixed together, 
or as conjoined by mixture in the lungs, and af- 
terwards coughed up. And, throughout the 
whole, the experiments demonttrate not only 
a great degree of caution, attention, and induftry, 
but :Kewile very extcnfive knowledge in the ge- 
neral principles of paiolophy and chemiitry, 
conjoined with great acutenefs of genius. 

| From 


i. 


COMMENTARIES. 33t 
From the nature of the experiments, however, 

it isin a great meafure impoffible to give an a- 
bridged account of them- But we fhall make 
ho apology for prefenting our readers with a fhort 
view of the conclufions drawn froin thefe expe- 
riments, which conftitute the laft part of this ef- 
fay, and which are each authenticated by parti- 


cular references to the experiments trom wiaence 
they are deduced. 


1. Pus and mucus are both foluble in the vi- 
triolic acid, though in very different proportions, 
pus being by far leaft foluble. 

2. The addition of water to either of thefe 
compounds decompofes it. ‘The mucus thus 
feparated, either {wims in the mixture, or forins 
large flocculi in it; whereas the pus falls to the 


bottom, and forms, on agitation, an uniform tur- 
bid mixture. 


3. Pus is diffuffible through a diluted vitriolic 
acid, though mucus is not. The fame alfo oc- 
curs with water, or with a folution of fea falt. 


4. Nitrous acid diffolves both pus and mucus. 
Water added to the fo'ution of pus, produces a 
precipitate, and the fluid above becomes clear 
and greens while water and the folution of mu- 
cus form a turbid dirty-coloured fluid. 
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5. Alkaline lixivium diffolves, though fome- 
times with difficulty, mucus, and generally pus. 


6. Water precipitates pus from fuch a mix- 
ture, but does not mucus. 


4, Where alkaline lixivium does not diffolve 
pus, it {till diftinguifhes it from mucus, as it then 
prevents its diffufion through water. 


8. Coagulable lymph is neither foluble in con- 
gentrated nor diluted vitriolic acid. 


9, Water produces no change on a folution of 
ferum in alkaline lixivium, until after long ftand- 
ing, and then only a very flight fediment appears. 


10. Corrofive fublimate coagulates mucus, but 
does not pus. 


From the above experiments it appears, that. 
{trong vitriolic acid and water, diluted vitriolic 
acid, and cauftic alkaline lixivium and water, 
will ferve to diftinguifh pus from mucus ; that 
the vitriolic acid can feparate it from coagulable 
lymph, and alkaline lixivium from ferum. 


Fience, when a perfon has any expectorated 
matter, the compofition of which he wifhes to 
afcertain, let him diffolve it in vitriolic acid, and 
in cauftic alkaline lixivium. And, Ict him add 
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pure water to both folutions. If there be a 
fair precipitation in each, he may be aflured 
that fome pus is prefent. But, if there be 
a precipitation in neither, it is a certain teft 
that the mixture is entirely mucus. If the mat- 
ter cannot be made to diffolve in alkaline lixi- 
vium by time and trituration, we have alfo rea- 
fon to believe that it is pus.” 


The fociety having unanimoufly adjudged their 
medal to this diflertation, it was accordingly de-_ 
livered to Mr Darwin, at their next meeting, with 
an addrefs, fuitable to the occafion, by Dr Hope, 


whofe turn it was, in rotation, to be prefident 
for that night. 


But, while we thus take notice of the honour 
which was defervedly conferred on a young man 
of the moft promifing abilities, we cannot men- 
tion, without the deepeft regret, that he furvi- 
ved it but for a fhort time. And cfpecially, as 
there is reafon to fear that he may have fallen a 
victim to that induftrious zeal for the improuve- 
ment of his profeffion, for which, at a very early 


period of life, he had rendered himfelf juftly re- 
markable. | 


About the end of April, Mr Darwin had em- 
ployed the greateft part of a day in accurately 
Yy4 disiecting 
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diffeGting the brain of a child which had died of 
hydrocephalus, and which he had attended du- 
ring its life. ‘Lhat very evening he was feized 
with fevere head-ach. This, however, did not. 
prevent him froin being prefent in the Medical 
Society, where he mentioned to Dr Duncan the 
diffcection he had made, and promifed the next 
day to furnifh him with an account of all the cir- 
cumnflances in writing. But the next day, to 
his head-ach there fupervened other febrile fymp- 
toms. And, ina fhort time, from the hemor- 
rhagies, petechial eruption, and foetid loofe {tools 
which occurred, his difeafe manifefted a very 
flrong putreicent tendency. And, notwithftand- 
ing the fkill of Drs Cullen and Black, who at- 
tended him from the beginning of his affection ; 
notwithitanding the anxious care and attention 
of his father, Dr Darwin, a phyfician of great 
eminence in England, who arrived at kkdinburgh 


fome days before his death, his difeafe at length 
terminated fataily. 


Vhus was the medical world deprived of a 
young man, from the continued exertions of 
whole induttry and genius, there was reafon to 
entertain the molt fanguine expectation. With 
great natural acutenels, he poficfied the molt un- 


remitting 


i 
| 
4 
4 
| 
+ 
Ps 
4 
* 


COMMENTARIES. 335 


remitting induftry. And it is hardly poffible to 
conceive more unwearied attention to ftudy than 
he uniformly and invariably exerted during three 
years refidence at Edinburgh. To receive, and to 
communicate information, feemed to conftitute 
his greateft pleafure. 


Befides the differtation from which we have 
here given fome extracts, he has left feveral other 
{fpecimens of his induftry and genius, particularly 
a very elaborate paper on the pulfe, which was 
read in the Medical Society, and an eflay on Di- 
abetes, which he intended as the fubjeét of an 
inaugural differtation. Having had an opportu- 
nity of attending feverai patients labouring under 
“that affection, he had marked the progrefs and 
fymptoms of the difeafe with peculiar attention. 
And, from ferious refle€tion, founded on accu- 
rate obfervation, he was led to entertain other 
opinions of the nature of this complaint than are 
commonly held, and to fuggelt practices different 
from thofe which are ufually, and with very lit- 
tle fuccefs, employed in this obftinate affeétion. 
But of this differtation, which, by his untimely 
death was left unfinifhed, the public are now 
perhaps for ever deprived. 


This 
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This admirable young man, whofe firft exertion 
were thus calculated to raife fuch high expecta- 
tions, was cut off ere he had teached the twen- 
ty-firft year of his age. By his death the public 
has been deprived of an individual, from whofe 
genius and induftry they might have entertained 
well grounded expectations that the art of me- 
dicine would have been improved ; his teachers 
have loft a pupil who would have been the boaft 
of every feminary of education where he hap- 
pened to be placed; and thofe who were the 
companions of his ftudies, have been bereaved 
of a friend, to whofe extenfive knowledge and 
deep penetration they could have had recourfe on 
every difficulty. But, if there be good reafon 
for regretting the lofs which they have fuflained 
by his untimely fate, how much more muft every 
fympathifing heart commiferate, the furviving pa- 
rents of fuch a fon? 


* 


A charter under the great feal has lately been 
paffed in favour of the College and Corporation 
of Surgeons of the city of Edinburgh, incorpo- 
rating them, of new, under the name and title 
of the Royal sii of Surgeons of the city of 


Edinburgh, 
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Edinburgh, and authorifing them to carry into 
execution a fcheme for making provifion for the 
widows and children of the members. ‘Lhe claufe 
in this charter which refpeéts their title to the 


denomination of a royal college, is in the follow- 
ing words : 


‘© We do therefore ordain a patent or charter 
to be paffed, and expede under the above men- 
tioned feal, of new, conftituting, ereéting, and 
incorporating, as we, by our prerogative: royal, 
and fpecial grace, and for us, and our royal fuc- 
ceflors, hereby, of new, conftitute, erect, and 
incorporate the petitioners, and the perfons who 
fhall hereafter be legally admitted members of 
the faid corporation and college, into one body 
politic and corporate, or legal incorporation and 
fociety, under the title and name of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of the city of Edinburgh ; 
and as fuch, and by fuch name, to have a perpe- 
tual endurance and fucceflion to and for the ends 
and purpofes mentioned in the royal charters 
heretofore granted in their favour, and herein 
after mentioned ; and to be able and capable to 
fue, plead, defend, and anfwer, and to be fued, 
impleaded, defended, and anfwered, in all or a- 
ny of our courts of judicature.’’ 


SECT. 
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Lift of New Books. 


Fprcat Cafes, fele&ted from the records 
M of the public difpenfary at Edinburgh, 
with remarks and obfervations, being the fub- 
{tance of cafe-le€tures delivered during the years 
1776-7. By Andrew Duncan, M. D. fellow of 
the royal college of phyficians, lecturer on the 
theory and practice of medicine, and one of the 
phyficians to the public difpenfary at Edinburgh. 
8vo, Edinburgh. 

De lJaudibus Gulielmi Harvei oratio, habita in 
aedibus academiae medicae prope aulam collegit 
regii chirurgorum Edinburgenfis, ipfis Calendis 
Aprilis 1778, binis jam elapfis feculis ab ipfius 

| natali. 
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natali, Auctore Andrea Duncan, M.D. Col. 
Reg. Med. Ed.; Soc. Med. Ed.; Phil. Ed.; 
Phil. Americ.; Med. Havn. Socio: Ac Valetud. 
Edin. Med. Sen. 8vo, Edinburgi. 


A treatife on the theory and management of 
ulcers, with a differtation on white f{wellings of 
the joints ; to which is prefixed an eflay on the 
chirurgical treatment of inflammation, and its 
confequences. By Benjamin Bell, member of 
the college of furgeons of Edinburgh, and one 


of the furgeons of the Royal Infirmary of that 
city. 8vo, Edinburgh. 


Thefaurus medicus ; five, difputationum in aca- 
demia Edinenfi ad rem medicam pertinentium, a 
collegio inftituto ad hoc ufque tempus, delectus, 


a Gulielmo Smellio, Soc. Phil, Ed. Soc. habitus. 
Tom. I. 8vo, Edinburgi. 


Two cafes of the hydrophobia, with obferva- 
tions on that difeafe. By T. Vaughan, M. D. 
To the above cafes and obfervations is annexed 
an account of the Caefarian fection, as it was 
lately performed at Leicefter. 8vo, Londen. 


A botanical diétionary, or elements of fyftema- 
tic and philofophical botany. By Colin Milne, 
LL, 
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LL.D. The fecond edition, with many addi- 
tions and illuftrative plates. 8vo, London. 


Obfervations on fome articles of diet and re- 
gimen ufually recommended to valetudinarians. 
By William Falconer, M. D. F. R.S. 8vo, 
London. . | 


An Effay on the method of treating the fluor 
albus or whites. By Mrs Le Febure of St Ilde- 
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HARVEIAN PRIZE-MEDAL 
For 17 7,8. 


T HE following queftion is propofed as the 
fubje&t of the Harveian Prize-medal given at E- 
dinburgh in honour of the illuftrious Harvey, 
and with the view of promoting experimental 


inquiry among the ftudents of medicine at that 
place . 


On what principle does the red colour of the 
blood depend? and, from what caufes is it pro- 


The competitors for this prize muft tranfmit 
their differtations to Dr Duncan on or before 
the firft day of January 1779. ‘To thefe differ- 
tations it is required that each candidate fhall 
prefix a motto ; and with his differtation he muft 
fend a fealed letter, containing his name and 
piace of abode. The fame motto mutt be writ- 
ten on the back of the letter with that which is 
prefixed to the diflertation. 


After the prize is determined, all! the differta- 
tions will be reftored, or tranf{mitted to any place 
that may be defired, together with the letters 
which fhall accompany them, no letter being o- 
pened excepting that which accompanies the 
differtation to which the prize fhail be adjudged. 
Thus the names of the unfuccetsful candidates 
will never be known even to the judges. . 


The prize-medal will be publicly prefented to 
the fuccefsful candidate in the lecturing-room of 
the Medical Academy, Surgeons-fquare, Edin- 
burgh, on the 12th of April 1779, being the an- 
niverfary of the birth-day of Dr Harvey, after the 


delivery of the Harveian Oration for that year. 
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